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CHARLES ALDRICH. 
BY JOHN M. BRAINARD. 

The founder and curator of the Iowa State Historical 
Department was born October 2, 1828, in the town of Elling- 
ton, Chautauqua County, N. Y., son of Stephen and Eliza 
(Nichols) Aldrich. He was of the ninth generation from the 
immigrant ancestor, George Aldrich, of Derbyshire, England, 
who arrived in Boston, Mass., November 6, 1631, the genea- 
logical line since being: (2) Joseph, (3) Samuel, (4) Peter, 
(5) Sylvanus, (6) Stephen, (7) Stephen, and (8) Stephen, the 


last named being the father of our subject. The father was a 


blacksmith in early life, afterwards a merchant, lumberman 
and farmer. He was a kindly, impulsive, energetic and well- 
informed man. He had been honored as county supervisor 
- and justice of the peace upon the organization of the town of 
Cold Spring, Cattaraugus County, N. Y., in 1838. The 
mother died in 1880 at the residence of her daughter, Mrs. 
Jane Aldrich Lee, at Olean, N. Y., whither Charles in 1882 
sent the remains of his father, who died in Iowa, and the 
- parents sleep side by side, in the shade of towering pines, 
in the beautiful cemetery by the Allegany river. Stephen 
Nichols, his grandfather on his mother’s side, had been a 
sailor, visiting many portions of the globe, and ended his days 
as a farmer, at Broadalbin, N. Y. The maternal grandmother 
was Lucy (Kennicott) Nichols, of whom we have no particu- 
lars save that she was a Kennicott, an aunt of Robert Kenni- 
cott, the distinguished western naturalist. 

His elementary education was such as the common schools 
afforded, and at sixteen he attended Jamestown academy for 
a year, but his real education began in June, 1846, when he 
entered the printing office of the Western Literary Messenger, 
published by Clement & Faxon, in Buffalo, N. Y. In this 
office he served an apprenticeship to the printers’ art, and 
after working in the villages of Attica and Warsaw, N. Y., 
and Warren, Pa., in June, 1850, he established the Cattar- 
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augus Sachem, a weekly newspaper, at Randolph, N. Y., which 
he conducted one year. A file of the Sachem is in the Iowa 
Historical Department. Removing to Olean, in the same 
county, he established the Olean Journal, which he conducted 
five years, and then returned to the home farm in Little Val- 
ley, where he remained until he removed west in 1857. 


It was in June of this latter year that he set up in modest 
office the Hamilton Freeman at Webster City, Iowa. The 
press, type and office fixtures had been hauled across the 
country from Dubuque, over the prairie roads and through 
sloughs ‘‘ without bottom.’’ The prospect—a republican paper 
in a village of 200 inhabitants, the county all told having but 
1,500, and the official patronage in the hands of the demo- 
erats—was not the most encouraging to one with less vigor 
and confident hopefulness. He came quite naturally to be a 
republican for he was a freesoiler long before his majority. 

At the age of nineteen he was chosen secretary of the first 
freesoil — anti-slavery — convention held in Cattaraugus 
County, New York. It was in the midst of the discussion of 
the slavery question, and words were not minced on the 
frontier in political contests. This result, to the Freeman 
and its patrons, justified the venture, and party lines were 
soon readjusted on a more satisfactory basis. Subsequently 
Mr. Aldrich was connected with the publication and editing 
of the Dubuque Times, Marshall County Times, and as a 
writer for the Chicago Inter Ocean, and many other papers. 

He has served the state in five of its legislatures. He was 
chosen chief clerk of the House of Representatives in 1860, 
1862, 1866 and 1870, and was elected a member of that body 
by Hamilton County in 1881, serving in the session which 
began in the following January. It was during this session 
that he introduced a bill to prohibit the issuing by the rail- 
roads of free passes to public officers. This bill was favored 
by two or three of the leading companies and opposed by 
others. It became the exciting topic of the session and was 
hotly debated on the floor of the House and in the newspapers. 
Mr. Aldrich’s remarks in its defense were copied by the 
leading journals throughout the country, from New York to 
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San Francisco. No speech of any Iowa man has ever had so 
wide a circulation. But the bill failed to become a law. 


‘This topic was discussed by Mr. Aldrich and the late Judge 


N. M. Hubbard, of Cedar Rapids, in the North American 
Review for January, 1884. 

In 1869, doubtless through the good offices of his abiding 
friend, the late Hon. J. B. Grinnell, Iowa college conferred 
upon him the degree of A. M. In 1883 he was one of the 
founders and is still a member of the American Ornithologists’ 
Union. He is also a member of several state historical 
societies. 

In 1883 Mr. Aldrich started for the Holy Land with his 
friend, Jacob M. Funk, of Webster City. They traveled in 
England, Ireland, Belgium, Germany, Italy and France, but 
went no further east than the city of Naples on account of 
the cholera, which had begun its march across Europe. Mr. 
Funk came home two weeks in advance of Mr. Aldrich, who 
then visited the Channel Islands, Winchester, Selbourne, 
Canterbury, Stratford-on-Avon, Oxford, Cambridge and Bir- 
mingham. He had the good fortune to hear sermons on 
Martin Luther by Spurgeon, Canon Farrar and the then 
Archbishop of York. He also heard an eloquent sermon by 
Cardinal Manning and was kindly received by Cardinal New- 
man. He erossed the Atlantic twice later on but did not go 
beyond England. 


Mr. Aldrich has devoted much time to the work of securing 
just and necessary legislation for his state. We will enumer- 
ate briefly a few of these measures: In 1858 he secured the 
passage of a law for the publication of the session laws in 
two newspapers in each county. In this work he had the 
hearty support of Cyrus C. Carpenter, afterwards governor ; 
of James F. Wilson, who became one of our United States 
senators, and of Captain Thomas Drummond, the brilliant 
Iowa journalist, who was killed at the battle of Five Forks, 
Va. This law was repealed some time in the seventies, but 
it had served a good purpose while it was on the statute book. 
The change in county government (1860) from the old county 
judge—autocratic, and often corrupt or inefficient—system, 
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to boards of supervisors, was due to the advocation started 
and continued by him. The publication of the proceedings of 
the boards of supervisors, the lists of county expenditures 
and the sheriff’s sales of real property were secured by laws 
drafted by Mr. Aldrich. He drafted and secured the passage 
of the Iowa law of 1870, which protects from wanton destruc- 
tion the harmless and useful birds. Of this pioneer measure 
he has always been very proud. It still remains in the code of 
Iowa, though slightly amended. In the session of 1882 he 
introduced and secured the passage of the bill which gave 
to Judge James W. McKenzie’s widow a continuance of his 
salary for some months. McKenzie was a soldier who ‘‘ waved 
the answer back to Sherman’’ from Allatoona to Kenesaw. 
He had died while in office from the effect of his army service. 
He also introduced a bill providing for a state board of par- 
dons, which passed the House but was not reached in the 
Senate. Up to this session neither House had ever had a 
legislative calendar. Mr. Aldrich introduced a resolution 
directing the adoption of this sensible and altogether indispen- 
sable custom, but it was pounced upon and fought by sundry 
economists with more than ordinary bitterness. He secured 
its reference to the committee on rules, and taking a roll eall 
explained the measure to members individually, promising to 
pay the expense of printing if, after a week’s trial, the House 
should discontinue the morning calendar. As members prom- 
ised to stand by this experiment he checked their names. 
When a majority was secured he got the resolution reported 
back, but ‘‘without recommendation,’’ so cautious and ‘‘con- 
servative’? was the committee. When it came up it was 
passed and the appearance of the first morning calendar made 
the custom a permanent one in Iowa legislatures. The Senate 
provided for a morning calendar two or three days later, and 
that excellent measure of true economy continues as a fixed 
custom to-day. In old times Iowa official publications were 
only bound in sleazy paper covers. In 1862 Mr. Aldrich 
secured the adoption of a measure which, after some experi- 
ments, resulted in the permanent binding of our publie docu- 
ments. He drew up the program for securing the repeal of 
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the old “Granger law’? of 1874, and the substitution of the 
commissioner or Massachusetts system. This law passed in 
1878 and is yet on the statute book. Upon the publication 
of Poole’s Index to Periodical Literature he urged upon the 
board of State Library Trustees, and advocated the idea 
through the press, of beginning at once a collection of the 
magazines of this country and England. This work proceeded 
slowly at first, but he persisted in his efforts until it became 
the settled policy of the State Library, and the collection is 
now one of the largest in the United States. It is one of 
those acquisitions of which every Iowan may justly feel 
proud. 

In 1862 Mr. Aldrich locked up his newspaper office and 
entered the Union army. He was made adjutant of the 
Thirty-second Iowa Infantry and served as such for eighteen 
months, when he resigned and returned to Iowa. Soon after- 
wards he was preparing to re-enter the service as major of 
the Tenth Iowa Cavalry when orders came discontinuing the 
organization of that regiment. Subsequently Gen. M. M. 
Crocker tendered him a position on his staff, as he was about 
to proceed to his command in the department of Arizona, 
but he was obliged to decline because of private business. 

As indicating his natural bent in the direction of historical 
affairs, it may be recalled that while a resident of Webster 
City he aroused public interest and secured the placing of a 
beautiful brass tablet in the new court house, commemorating 
the names and deeds of the Company (C) contributed by 
Hamilton County to the Spirit Lake expedition of 1857. In 
1894 the legislature appropriated the funds to erect a monu- 
ment to mark the spot where the massacre began, and Governor 
Jackson appointed Mr. Aldrich a member of the commission 
which had charge of the work. Another legislature provided 
for the erection of a monument near Sioux City to mark the 
grave of Sergeant Floyd, a member of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, who died there in 1804, and was the first Ameri- 
can soldier buried in Iowa soil. Mr. Aldrich was a member 
of the Floyd Memorial Association, which brought the sub- 
ject to public attention. In 1872 he was appointed by Gov. 
Cyrus C. Carpenter a member of the commission to investi- 
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gate and report upon the titles of settlers in the Des Moines 
valley who had lost their homes by adverse decisions of the 
United States supreme court. They continued in office until 
the early part of 1875, their labors resulting in the passage 
of an act by Congress for a new commission and a report to 
the general government. Mr. Aldrich was appointed by 
President Grant as the Iowa member of this commission, whose 
recommendation for relief passed the House, but failed in 
the Senate. In the year 1875 he was a member of the United 
States Geological Survey under Dr. F. V. Hayden, which 
was engaged that year in Colorado, Utah, Arizona and New 
Mexico. His letters to the Chicago Inter Ocean were widely 
read, often copied and very interesting. Father Boren, the 
pioneer miner in the La Plata Valley, Colorado, and the 
discoverer of Boren’s Gulch, named a mountain for Mr. 
Aldrich. The name ‘‘Mount Aldrich’’ is recognized in the 
United States geological reports. 

For the past eighteen years the Historical Department of 
Iowa has engaged the chief attention of Mr. Aldrich. It is 
his development and will remain his most enduring monu- 
ment. It had its origin in a taste acquired in early youth 
for the collection of autograph letters, portraits and other 
personal mementos of distinguished persons, living and dead. 
In 1884, when this had grown to considerable magnitude, he 
tendered it to the State. It was accepted by the trustees of 
the State Library, with the condition that it should have suit- 
able cases, to be kept separate from other collections and 
that he should be permitted to make additions to it from 
time to time. He has devoted much time and means to increas- 
ing and caring for this ‘‘ Aldrich Collection,’’ and devised the 
cases in which the material is kept. These cases have been 
adopted for like purposes in libraries and other collections. 
They are superior to those containing the great collections in 
the British museum. 

In 1892, upon Mr. Aldrich’s showing to the legislature, that 
body established the Historical Department, and gave it room 
in the capitol building. Its development was of slow growth 
at first, it is seldom that the public’s appreciation of the 
higher things of life keeps pace with the wider views of their 
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promoters; but in 1897 the legislature made an appropriation 
_ of $25,000 with which to erect a building and purchase the 


grounds therefor. After a site was bought the executive 
council deemed the amount too small to erect a suitable build- 
ing and decided to await the action of the next legislature. 
During this period the campaign of popular education went 
on and the legislature of 1898 appropriated $30,000 more 
for this purpose. New and much larger grounds were secured 
and one wing of the building, which when completed will 
cost $300,000, was commenced in 1898 and is now occupied 


by the Historical Department. The educational value of 


this great work is fully recognized. It is collecting and saving 
from destruction the material from which the history of the 
State will be written sooner or later, its walls are adorned with 
portraits and marble busts of many of its distinguished citi- 
zens are to be placed in the art room. A museum of articles 
mainly illustrating the pioneer conditions of the State is a 
very interesting feature and is viewed by thousands of people 
every year. The department is collecting and preserving 
early and current files of State newspapers and periodicals, 
so useful for purposes of reference. In connection with the 
department there is published a quarterly, the Annals of 
Iowa, through which the public is brought in touch with the 
work of the institution. 

Mr. Aldrich has labored to develop a sentiment in favor of 
republishing such of the early laws of the territory and State 
as have been long out of print. The first volume (1838-1839) 
has been issued, and at this writing (July, 1902) the second 
is in press. The department has also issued the following 
historical works: Census of 1836, two handsome pamphlets; 
Hon. Irving B. Richman’s John Brown Among the Quakers 
and Other Sketches; the hitherto unpublished journal of the 
special session of the territorial legislature of 1840; and Sham- 
baugh’s History of the Constitutions of Iowa. He has also 
published five Biennial Reports of the Historical Department. 
It has been found necessary to reprint a few numbers of the 
Annals, the editions having been exhausted. Mr. Aldrich 
hopes to publish Capt. F. E. Landers’ Historical and Geo- 


570 ANNALS OF IOWA 


graphical Atlas of the United States, and a second and revised 
edition of Judge Fulton’s Red Men of Iowa. 

On July 29, 1851, Mr. Aldrich was married at Knowlesville, 
N. Y., to Miss Matilda Olivia Williams, who was born August 
8, 1836, in Dansville, N. Y., and died in Boone, Lowa, Septem- 
ber 18, 1892, the family having removed there in 1891. Her 
parents were Aaron and Olivia (Nichols) Williams. Her 
grandfather, Stephen Williams, had been a soldier in the 
revolutionary war and was seriously wounded in the battle of 
Trenton, December 26, 1777, losing an eye and afterwards 
the other through sympathetic affection. He was blind fully 
half his life time. She was in full sympathy with all her 
husband’s ambitions, was well and widely known throughout 
the State, and sincerely mourned at her death. She was a 
member of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, and a lover of the birds. Mr. Aldrich was mar- 
ried a second time. November 12, 1898, to Miss Thirza Louisa 
Briggs, of Webster City, a lifelong friend of his first wife. 
Their home in Boone is an ideal one, a center of rest and 
pleasure to their old friends. 

Mr. Aldrich’s mental.equipment is most versatile, with the 
faculty of immediate concentration upon the subject in hand, 
and untiringly persistent to its end. His style of writing is 
concise, lucid, with a dash of quaint, applicable humor and 
excellent powers of description. There is no straining for - 
high-flown expressions. He has always too much to say thus 
to waste space. In disposition he is a maker of friends and 
loyal to them when secured. His enemies, if he has them, 
are managed by letting them alone, though in his newspaper 
days the editorial belt may at times have been ornamented 
with distinguished scalps. He is fond of the society of young 
people, to whom he has long been helpful in many ways. In 
religion he is liberal, believing the best expression of faith 
is in deeds of charity and in sympathy with suffering human- 
ity, rather than in creeds and dogmas. His life has been an 
illustration of this thought, for most of his work has been 


done without pecuniary reward. May he live many years to 
continue this helpfulness. 
Boone, Iowa, 1902. 
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At the request of my friend, Hon. Charles Aldrich, I pre- 
pared the foregoing sketch for publication in a Biographical 
Record of Boone County, Iowa, published by the 8. J. Clarke 
Publishing Company, Chicago, 1902. There are seven more 
years of accomplishment whose facts are detailed in the main 
in the publications of the Historical Department of Iowa, but 
it seems appropriate to add another personal characteristic, . 
now that the subject of the article is numbered with ‘‘the 
lost but not forgotten,’’ one which might not be in good taste 
while he was with us. This endowment will be readily rec- 
ognized by his intimate friends, but we do not recall having 
heard it pronounced by any speaker or that it has appeared 
in published obituaries. It was ‘‘his unvarying tenderness to 
all animate beings!’’ Those who knew him only im editorial 
contests, as an army officer, in the administration of duties for 
the public, ete., would not suspect its existence. But at home, 
at leisure in the forest or on the prairies, in walks and drives, 
no one of the Creator’s children looked into his face for sym- 
pathy and turned away disappointed. The dog and the eat, 
the horse and chickens, the four-footed denizens of the forest 
and field—we can almost aver the ‘‘birds of the air’’—knew 
him by the name of ‘‘Friend!’’ School children, those un- 
erring judges of our inner life, wrinkled their faces in smiles 
when this, their friend, passed them upon the highway. So 


-it was that the trees, the barn, and like places within his 


grounds, carried small boxes for the birds, an opening for. the 
eats, and a shelter for ‘‘Towser,’’ which were unclosed sum- 
mer and winter. To him who understands no further note is 
needed, J. M. B. 
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The Boone N Se a of March 12, 1908, contained 
the following: 

‘‘Boone to-day is in mourning for its most distinguished 
citizen. Sunday morning, March 8, at 8:15 o’clock, following 
an illness of seven weeks’ duration, the Hon. Charles Aldrich, 

‘founder and up to the time of death, curator of the State 
Historical Department, and noted legislator, lawmaker and 
pioneer editor, passed peacefully away. Seven weeks ago Mr. 
Aldrich was compelled to give up his duties in Des Moines 
temporarily on account of sickness. He came to Boone, suf- 
fering at first from an attack of the grip. For some time 
his friends here were greatly worried over his condition but 
he seemed to rally and apparently was recovering and had 
hopes of soon returning to his work in the Historical Depart- 
ment. But a complication of kidney and heart trouble set 
in and he began to decline. Friends who ealled at the pleasant 
little home, No. 304 South Marshall street, saw the change and 
many feared that he would not survive. In delicate health 
for many years, Mr. Aldrich’s sickness seemed to undermine 
the foundations of life and on Saturday night, with his faith- 
ful wife at the bedside, and attended by a competent nurse 
he sank into unconsciousness. He remained in this condition 
for several hours, lingering until Sunday morning, when at 
the hour mentioned above his soul took its flight. 

The message of death soon spread over the city and cansed 
a deep sadness to all. Many of the pioneers here who knew 
and loved Mr. Aldrich and who cherished this friendship be- 
yond all others hastened to the home and offered words of 
sympathy and condolence to the widow. Mr, Aldrich was 
more than a citizen of Boone—he was Iowa’s grand old man 
and as such brought fame and distinction to Boone. Hig work 
in the legislative halls, in the printers’ shop and in Iowa’s 
Historical Department, brought him prominently before the 
nation as one of its most useful citizens, and yet he retained 
his home in Boone and spent much of his time here, with the 
friends he made in the pioneer days. Thus the city bows 
in deepest mourning over the death of this good man.’’ 
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Private services were held at the home in Boone, where he 
had resided for the last seventeen years, at 2:30 Tuesday aft- 
ernoon, conducted by the Rev. S. M. Wilcox. The remains were 
then taken to Des Moines, where they lay in state in the rotun- 
da of the Historical Building and where public services were 
held Wednesday afternoon. Thursday, under charge of Col. 
G. W. Crosley, a full military funeral was held at Webster 
City, his old home. The Grand Army Post, of which he had 
been a member since its organization and the local company 
of the National Guard were in charge. The funeral exercises 
were held in the beautiful Kendall Young Library and inter- 
ment took place by the side of his first wife. 


MEMORIAL SERVICE IN HISTORICAL BUILDING. 


At the request of Governor Cummins, Mr. E. R. Harlan, 
Acting Curator, took charge of the arrangements at Des 
Moines. The public services in the Historical Building, 
commemorative of Mr. Aldrich’s character and career con- 
sisted of a program of prayer, poem and addresses of which a 
verbatim report follows. Chief Justice Scott M. Ladd, of 
the Supreme Court of Iowa, presided : 


Judge Ladd: The service this afternoon will open with 
prayer by the Rey. A. L. Frisbie, during which the audience 
will please rise. 

Dr. Frisbie: Almighty God, our days are but as an ended 
breath but thy years have no end. Thou art the everlasting 
father as well as the almighty ruler. We bow reverently be- 
fore thee. Our lives are in thine hand and thou art over the 
destinies of all men. We give thee thanks for thy great good- 
ness, and that thou hast given to our state so many good men, 
men who could be enamored of high ideals, men who cared 
for the things they thought right and just, men that have 
given themselves with their best thought and their extreme 
consecration that they might bring about the things that ought 
to be. And now to-day, while we remember so many men who 
have been largely useful to our commonwealth in its earlier 
days as well as to-day, we especially remember him that this 
building commemorates. He passed his life in this our com- 
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monwealth. He has beeome so large a part of its history that 
is to remain. For all that was in him brilliant and conspic- 
uous, for his devoted patriotism, for his intelligent plans and 
wise endeavor to bring about worthy things, for his faithful 
consideration of the needs of our people in the days that 
are to come in providing for them that careful repository of 
the histories that have been made—the individual and the 
community and the state histories that have been making in 
Iowa, for all that he has been as a patriot and a teacher and 
a wise leader in so many ways, we give thee thanks, acknowl- 
edging that the gift of a good man is one of thy great gifts. 
And now, our father, we pray that thou wilt grant blessings 
upon those who were dear to him, who were nearest to him, 
blessings upon those who have been associated with him dur- 
ing these many years prosecuting plans that were for the wel- 
fare of our state. Give us all, we beseech thee, such under- 
standing as we need for our lives as they finish. We pray for 
thy blessing upon those who were with him in early days of 
peril and strife when he with others went forth to do what 
might be done to save our Union. We give thee thanks for 
these men. We pray thee that thy blessing may be also upon 
our state and upon those called to high places and responsi- 
bilities, that they may have wisdom, and courage and strength 
for all duties that come to them so that all that pertains to 
our public life may be clean, inspiring and helpful for the 
days to come. Accept our thanks we beseech thee, grant the 
wisdom and health and safekeeping to fit us for the hard 
work to come, and teach us all, we beseech thee, and our echil- 
dren, patriotism and pure-mindedness and high exaltation of 
character. Help us to teach these things that there may come 
after our generation passes, a generation brave and strong 
and courageous and pure, equal to the best things; equal to the 
bearing of high responsibilities. So, oh Lord, save the com- 
monwealth of Iowa. Amen. 


Judge Ladd: We have come together this afternoon to 
show our respect and pay our tribute to the memory of Mr. 
Aldrich, and to commemorate in a brief way his services 
rendered to society and the State. He was born in 1828 in 
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the state of New York, so that if he had lived until October 


_ next he would have attained the age of eighty years. He 


began life as a journalist in New York and later in 1857, 
founded the Webster City Hamilton Freeman, of which paper 
he continued the editor for many years. Later he engaged in 
farming. He was for four sessions of the legislature chief 
clerk of the House of Representatives. In 1882 he was a 
member of the lower house of the General Assembly from 
Hamilton County. Later he became a member of important 
commissions, and in 1892 was appointed curator of the His- 
torical Department. But while it may be said with truth 
that he performed his duties and rendered excellent service 
in all the various occupations and vocations in which he 
engaged, I believe it will be conceded by those who knew 
him best, and knew the most of his career, that his great 
work in life was in creating and establishing the Historical 
Department of Iowa, and it may be said that this depart- 
ment and this building in which we are now assembled are 
monuments to his memory which will continue long in the 
future. He was an example of what a man of high ideals 
and persistent industry may accomplish in the world. It 
has been thought well this afternoon to separate somewhat 
in the addresses to be made his various occupations, and we 
will first listen to that concerning the occupation in which 
he first began life, that of a journalist, by Mr. Lafayette 
Young, editor of the Des Mowmes Capital. 


MR, ALDRICH AS A JOURNALIST. 


Mr. Young: Mr. Aldrich delighted in newspaper work. 
The atmosphere of a newspaper office was enjoyable to him. 
He never lost interest in journalism. Up to the last year 
of his life he was a frequent contributor to the newspapers 
whose editors he knew intimately. Like all writers who have 
advanced to the editorial work. from the printer’s case, he 
was a man of few words. He disliked surplusage. He had 
no patience with long drawn out statements. He wanted it 
boiled down. He had contempt for shams and no mercy upon 
hypocrisy. He wanted a man to say what he meant and mean 
what he said. During his active career as a journalist he 
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carried on numerous ‘wordy controversies, but never struck 
below the belt. He was a fair fighter. His opponents often 
times said he was unfair, but it was because they were getting 
the worst of the argument. His desire to reach the ultimate 
facts as quickly as possible gave him an air of impatience. 
And as years passed his manner became that of a critic, 
in some measure. Yet he had seasons of the most enjoyable 
serenity. He never lost his love for nature. In the early 
spring he felt the old mood coming over him and at such 
times he would write editorials on the oncoming grass, the 
budding trees and the birds. He never forgot the birds. 
He felt that he was a committee of one every spring to give 
them a written welcome. 

When I came to Des Moines eighteen years ago to publish 
a newspaper, Mr. Aldrich used to give me editorials on his 
favorite topics, pertaining to nature, the seasons and the 
state of nature that comes with the seasons. In giving me 
one of his productions he would invariably say, ‘‘Here is 
something I have written; if it is not good enough to appear 
as an editorial, do not use it at all; I do not want it to 
appear as a communication.’’ During a period-of ten years 
he was thus a frequent contributor to the editorial columns 
of the Capital. Some of his writings were widely copied and 
eredited to the newspaper in which they appeared. I called 
his attention to that and told him that the people were 
giving me eredit for writing the good things produced by 
his pen. He said he did not object to that. ‘‘Some time,’’ 
said he, ‘‘you may do the same thing for somebody else, and 
thus the situation will be evened up.’’ 

I remember once he wrote a long account of a contest or 
pitched battle between rival tribes or families of ants in 
some part of a public street or alley. He described the 
sanguinary contest as only he could. His descriptions were 
unique and easily comprehended. His report of the battle 
of ants was reprinted in many eastern journals, much to 
his delight. His descriptive powers were excellent. His 
manner intense. By the use of words he could place a land- 
scape right in your view. He could describe the fields of 
growing corn in a way that would cause the reader in his 
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imagination to see the rich, green spectacle. He was as 
careful with every inconsequential paragraph as with a 
larger production. He was critical. His ear was trained. 
He could detect an improper use of words readily and could 


_ Suggest a better one; one to bring out the meaning more 


emphatically. He grew away from the drudgery and routine 
of journalism into the work of the pamphleteer and historian. 
He felt that every good Iowa man at his death ought to 
have something good said about him, and he appeared obliv- 
ious to criticism that might be offered relative to the life of a 
man who had done many good things and a few wrong 
ones. 

I had known Mr. Aldrich thirty years. During twenty 
years past I had known him intimately. Our relations were 
confidential and trustful. He was provoked that I did not 
see him oftener. He charged that I had lost interest in his 
work. He had a lingering fear during his later years that 
something would happen in a political way to put him out 
of the cherished work of his life. 1 told him such a thing 
could not be possible. I told him the State would do him honor 
at his death and that I believed he would be permitted to re- 
main in charge of his work until his end should come. He 
used to grow impatient because appropriations did not come 
fast enough. But his later years must have been gratifying. 
He did his best work during the past ten years—even his 
best literary work. When he felt too old to write he formed 
the habit of dictating and thus kept his literary labors up. 
He enjoyed his work until the last. 

I remember when he was editor of the Marshalltown Times. 
I remember distinctly his special work on the Chicago Inter 
Ocean. It was on the Inter Ocean he began to demonstrate 
his miscellaneous talent, his writing on subjects outside of 
politics. From that period on he began to think along the 
lines of advancing the material interests of the State as re- 
lates to agriculture, and the moral and intellectual interests 
as furthered by education. Through long years of intense 
study and investigation he became a learned man, fit to asso- 
ciate with scientists and those informed on technical lines. 
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He met the best informéd men of colleges and universities, even 
scientific men, on their own level and could add something 
to the discussion. His mental growth was constant. His fund 
of knowledge widespread, covering every field. While in- 
terested in facts, he was not unmindful of the delights of 
imagination and faney. He loved good poetry and had no 
patience with any other kind. He loved good books, but had 
more patience with poor books than with poor poetry.. Every 
event, every happening, every discovery, every song, every 
story, every human being, interested him. He took the world 
for his field.. Wide travel and discourses with the leaders of 
thought had made him a cosmopolitan. He had the indefin- 
able quality which we call comradeship. With his kindred 
spirits, he was a delight. He had hatred for every wrong— 
love for every good. His sympathies for the distressed were 
sincere and led him to do many noble deeds of which there is 
no record. 

In his death journalism has lost a distinguished co-worker. 
In life the world and its history were an open book in which 
he could daily read. In death, we believe, he has simply gone 
to the higher life for which his good life here was a prepara- 
tion. The State rightly honors such a man. Future genera- 
tions will enjoy the results of his labors. He had a thought, 
an aspiration, and through painstaking years he earried them 
forward to their culmination. He established something for 
the benefit of his fellow-men. He created a place, a quiet 
corner where the Iowa citizen of the future may resort to in- 
form himself relative to the labors and trials which resulted 
in creating a great State. 


MR. ALDRICH AS A LEGISLATOR. 

Judge Ladd: Mr. Aldrich was a member of the Nineteenth 
General Assembly but I take it that as a friend and counselor 
of legislators he accomplished more in the interest of legisla- 
tion after he was curator of this department than ever before. 
Upon Mr. Aldrich’s services as legislator we will now hear 
from Col. Warren S. Dungan, ex-lieutenant governor of the 
State. 


Colonel Dungan: At times like this the lips may open, but 
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words cannot express in full measure the emotions of the 


heart. 


In the presence of death the billows of passion are lulled 
to repose. We know that a great change has taken place, but 


_ we cannot realize that a beloved face and form has vanished 
_ from our sight to be seen no more on earth. 


These feelings and emotions are as varied as the characters 
and lives of the persons themselves.. When a good man dies; 
when a beloved friend and noble character departs, the dark 
clouds of sorrow which nature spreads over us, are illumined 
by a silver lining which, in part at least, dispels those clouds, 
and the benediction of their lives comes to us to alleviate 
the poignancy of our sorrows and compensate our griefs. 

Such was the character of our beloved Charles Aldrich. 
To-day the State of Iowa is in mourning at the loss of so 
eminent, so highly valued, and so publie spirited a citizen. 


You, my fellow-citizens, are present at these obsequies to 
honor the memory of one so near and dear to our hearts, ‘‘Our 
hearts are in the coffin there.’’ We call it death. ‘‘He is 
not dead, but sleepeth.’’ He has rent the veil which separates 
Time and Eternity, and has entered upon the new birth of 
immortality. 

I come to speak to you to-day of one of the nearest and 
dearest friends of my life. I first became acquainted with 
Charles Aldrich in the year 1862, forty-six years ago. He 
was then chief clerk of the House of Representatives of the 
Ninth General Assembly of Iowa, while I was a member of the 
Senate of the same session. He had held the same position in 
the Eighth General Assembly in 1860. So efficient was he that 
he was chosen to serve in the same capacity in the years 1866 
and 1879. The friendship then formed has been strengthened 
in all the intervening years. 

Our next official association was in the year 1882, as mem- 
bers of the Nineteenth General Assembly, he representing 
Hamilton County and I Lucas. As a legislator he made the 
welfare of the people his constant guide. He was a hard 
worker, as well in committee as in the House. He mastered 
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the details of legislation, and thus became a very efficient 
member. 

In that session he introduced.and had adopted the prepara- 
tion by the chief clerk of a daily calendar of bills and reso- 
lutions, to be placed on the desks of members each morning, 
and such calendar has been in use by every subsequent legis- 
lature, and it has been a very efficient means of facilitating 
legislative business. 

Early in that session, on the 19th day of January, he in- 
troduced a resolution asking the legislature to inquire into the 
question of free passes on railroads to public officials, and to 
abolish the same. This was the first proposition on that sub- 
ject ever presented to our legislature. Afterwards, in the 
same session, he introduced a bill to abolish free passes, and 
in the same bill he proposed the reduction. of passenger fares 
on the railroads in Iowa. The bill on final vote was defeated, 
the vote standing thirty-five to sixty-one. 

He was the first to propose to abolish free passes and for 
the reduction of passenger fares. His wisdom and foresight 
are seen in both measures. . 

Twenty-four years thereafter, the Thirty-second General 
Assembly adopted both measures, and Mr. Aldrich lived to 
see the adoption of measures he had so long before initiated. 

He also took an active part in introducing and advocating 
many other measures of importance, some of which were at 
the time enacted into the statutes of the State and all of which 
have since been adopted by subsequent legislatures. Among 
these were bills to prevent the sale of adulterated food; for 
relief of the Des Moines River land settlers; for the publica- 
tion of the Acts of the Legislature in the newspapers of the 
State, for the information of the people, all of which point 
to him as a wise, prudent and sagacious legislator, one of that 
splendid class of legislators who have, by their wisdom, con- 
tributed so much to make Iowa one of the grandest in the 
galaxy of States of which the Union is composed. 

He has erected his own monument, more enduring than 
granite or marble shaft. We shall miss his smiling face and 
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the generous welcome, ‘Glad to see you,’’ when we enter 
__ this Hall of History. We shall all miss him! sadly miss him! 
ae him ever live in our hearts and memories. 
There is no death! the stars go down 
To rise upon some other shore; 


And bright in Heaven’s jeweled crown 
They shine forevermore. 


There is no death! the choicest gifts 
That Heaven hath kindly lent to earth 
Are ever first to seek again 
The country of their birth. 


They are not dead! they have but passed 
Beyond the mists that blind us here 
Into the new and larger life 
Of that serener sphere. 


And ever near us, though unseen, 
The dear immortal spirits tread; 
For all the boundless universe 
Is life—there are no dead. 


MR. ALDRICH AS A SOLDIER. 


Judge Ladd: Mr. Aldrich was a veteran of the civil war 
and never lost interest in that conflict or in its survivors, or 
in the historical accuracy of the conflict. His closest and most 
intimate friend for many years is here to-day to speak of him 
as a soldier and patriot, Colonel George W. Crosley of Web- 
ster City. 

Colonel Crosley: From the commencement of the war of 
the rebellion, to the date of the organization of the 32d regi- 
ment of Iowa Infantry Volunteers, in September 1862, Charles 
Aldrich, the founder of the Hamilton Freeman at Webster 
City, Iowa, had, through the columns of his paper, earnestly 
advocated the cause of the Union. Actuated by an earnest 
and sincere feeling of patriotism, and gifted with great ability 
as a writer, his articles denouncing treason and rebellion, and 
appealing to his countrymen to go forth in defense of the 
government, had been widely quoted. He was thus doing 
yeomen service as one of the leading journalists of his adopted 
State, in arousing public sentiment to the necessity of re- 
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sponding to the calls.of President Lincoln for more troops. 

The loyal sons of Iowa had continued to fill up the ranks, 
as regiment after regiment was organized, and yet, as the 
magnitude of the great rebellion came to be more fully under- 
stood, it became evident that the number of soldiers in the 
Union army was inadequate to successfully combat with the 
tremendous forces arrayed against them. 

At this, and later stages of the gigantic struggle, there 
were many notable instances of men, whose patriotism and 
love of country, far exceeded their physical capacity to go 
forth to battle in its defense. Charles Aldrich was one of 
these notable men. Had he remained at home, and continued 
to uphold the cause of the Union, as he had so nobly done 
from the time the war began, no loyal man or woman, would 
have felt that he was not rendering as faithful service to his 
country, as were the men endowed with the necessary physi- 
eal strength to supplement their patriotic ardor, and enable 
them to endure the hardships of a soldier’s life, in camp, 
upon the march, and in battle. 

The time had now come, however, when this man of slender 
physique, but lofty courage, was unable to longer control his 
ardent desire to actively engage in the defense of his country 
as a soldier. He proffered his services to Governor Kirkwood, 
who promptly gave him a commission as First Lieutenant and 
Adjutant of the 32d Iowa Infantry. He at once closed his 
printing office, suspended the publication of his paper, bade 
adieu to his wife, and entered upon the discharge of the duties 
of his office, with great zeal and energy. His superior intelli- 
gence, and intense application to the study of military tactics, 
soon enabled him to become proficient, and his regiment owed 
much of its rapid progress in drill and discipline, to its eap- 
able and energetic Adjutant. 

The earlier records of his regiment show the minute and 
careful manner in which the important duties of its Adju- 
tant were performed. He was possessed in a marked degree 
with the true military spirit, and had he been permitted to 
serve to the end of the war, would no doubt have won the dis- 
tinction as a soldier which he subsequently achieved as a 
citizen. The archives of the office of the Adjutant General 


CHARLES ALDRICH 583 


of the State of Towa, contain his brief record of honorable 


military service. On the 3d day of July 1863, he was pro- 


moted to the rank of Captain, but he declined to accept the 
commission, for the reason that the duties of a line officer in- 
volved greater physical exertion and hardship than he was 
_ capable of enduring. He continued to serve as Adjutant until 
the following winter, when, admonished by failing health, he 
reluctantly resigned. His order of discharge reads as follows: 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 

ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, Jan. 28, 1864. 
Special Orders, No. 39. 

First Lieutenant and Adjutant Charles Aldrich, 32d Iowa 
Volunteers, having tendered his resignation, is hereby honor- 
ably discharged from the service of the United States. 

By order of the Secretary of War, 

E. D. Townsenp, Ass’t. Adj’t. Gen. 

He has often said to me, that it was one of the greatest 
trials of his life, to be compelled to sever his relations with 
his comrades in arms. It had been his earnest desire and am- 
bition to be able to serve his country to the end of the war, 
and if need be, to demonstrate his devotion by the sacrifice of 
his life. But, there was yet patriotic and noble work for him 
to do, and from the time he left the army, his ability as a 
writer, was employed in behalf of the men who interposed a 
wall of fire between his country and her enemies, and when 
at last, the white winged dove of peace hovered over our be- 
loved land, he was among the first to exert all his power and 
influence in behalf of the soldiers who survived, and of the 
widows and orphans of those who had died, that their coun- 
try might live. He had worked for long years to secure the 
enactment of a law that would insure the preservation, for all 
time, of the record made by Iowa soldiers and was identified 
with the compilation of the military history of the State at 
the time of his death. The people of Iowa fully recognize the 
great service he has rendered them, in preserving the histori- 
cal treasures of the commonwealth, and to provide-a fitting 
place for the safe-keeping of these priceless treasures they 
have erected this splendid building, which stands in its 
dignity and beauty as an enduring monument to his mem- 
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ory. He was an honored member of the patriotic societies of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, and the Military Order of 
the Loyal Legion of the United States. 

It was my good fortune to have been long and intimately 
associated with him, and as his friend and comrade I offer 
this simple tribute to his memory as a soldier. Brave, gifted, 
and noble Soul, hail, and farewell. 


MR. ALDRICH AS A MAN OF CULTURE. 


Judge Ladd: Mr. Aldrich did not enjoy the advantages 
or the possible disadvantages of a college education, but, nev- 
ertheless, because of his great learning Iowa College conferred 
upon him the Master’s degree. One of those who first became 
interested in his work in preserving the memorials and data 
for history was the Hon. J. A. McCall, who will now address 
you on Mr. Aldrich as a man of culture. 

Mr. McCall: Keenly conscious of my own limitations it is 
with no small degree of embarrassment that I arise in this 
presence to address you on the subject which the honorable 
gentleman presiding has announced. But I have known from 
my boyhood the man whose silent, pulseless form lies before 
us under the beautiful dome of this great historical building 
with which his name will ever be associated. 

He was the lifelong friend of my father and in later years 
as My Own acquaintance with him extended, I learned to hold 
him in affectionate regard and veneration and on this solemn 
oceasion I could not remain silent when called upon to speak 
however inadequate and unworthy may be my treatment of 
the theme assigned me. 

Mr. Aldrich’s early educational opportunities were limited 
to a course of study in an academy in his native State. He 
was never graduated from a college, but after he had attained 
middle age a noble’ educational institution of our own State 
did honor to its name as it honored him by conferring upon 
him the Master’s degree in recognition of his learning and 
labors in intellectual fields. 

The lack of educational advantages in youth constituted no 
discouragement to Mr. Aldrich. Endowed with a vigorous 
mind of keen perception, quick grasp and unusual retentive- 
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ness, he was by nature a student possessed of an avidity for 
knowledge that knew no satiety and in this devotion to learn. 
ing he continued to the close of his life— ‘hiving wisdom with 
each studious year.’’ But he was not a mere theorist and stu- 
dent of books. He was a close and intelligent observer of men 
and things and in a long and interesting career engaged in 
different spheres of activity he became rich in the practical 
wisdom of experience. He came to this State when it was a 
new land and the vast expanse of its sparsely settled and un- 
tilled prairies seemed to the human vision as wide and wild as 
the sea and in actual contact with its hardships and vicissi- 
tudes he acquired an intimate knowledge of pioneer life. In 
the great lieroic contest for the preservation of the Union he 
rendered the patriotic services as a soldier, so eloquently re- 
lated by Colonel Crosley, and as a participant in that tremend- 
ous conflict, saw and faced the terrible and tragic realities of 
war. 

Of the career of Mr. Aldrich in the field of journalism and 
of his distinguished services to the State in its legislative halls, 
and on important expeditions and commissions, and of his 
great work culminating here in this magnificent edifice with its 
contents of immeasurable value to this and future generations, 
others far abler than I have spoken or will speak to you to-day. 
Let it suffice for me to say that from these labors of sur- 
passing value to the public the pecuniary reward to Mr. Ald- 
rich was small—only a very modest living. But of this he 
did not complain. He was content with the reward that came 
to him in ripened experience, enlarged knowledge of men and 
affairs, and, far greater than all else to his altruistic nature, 
in the privilege conferred upon him of rendering a service 
of enduring importance to the State and its people. 

In Mr. Aldrich’s nature there was an innate refinement, a 
rare susceptibility to the beauties of nature and of art and a 
discerning taste that enabled him to discriminate in the esti- 
mation of historic, literary and artistic values and it was be- 
cause of these qualities that the work of his later years pos- 
sessed for him so great a fascination. He sought that enlarge- 
ment of the intellectual horizon afforded by travel. Our own 
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country with its scenery of varied and entrancing beauty 
he knew well; he visited our great west and traversed its vast 
mountainous regions amid scenes of rugged grandeur and wild 
and savage sublimity. He crossed the sea and traveled 
through old historic lands whose stately monuments and im- 
posing ruins impress and stimulate the mind till the imagi- 
nation reaching back across the centuries resurrects and re- 
peoples the mighty past and revives the glories of ancient 
days. He visited the great museums filled with the relics and 
treasures garnered from all lands and times. He wandered 
through splendid galleries and saw the masterpieces of art 
collected and preserved through centuries. He lingered in 
libraries old and vast in which are stored the accumulated 
wisdom of the ages. 

In the course of his public services and in his travels he be- 
came personally acquainted with many illustrious men both 
in the old world and the new—prelates and dignitaries of the 
church, politicians and statesmen of renown, men eminent in 
the domain of science, and the most famous contributors to 
the literature of the last half of the 19th century. If the 
possession of a mind enriched by long years of persistent 
study and patient researeh—broadened and cultivated by 
public service, travel and intimate association with distin- 
guished men and leaders of thought—a mind animated by 
splendid purposes and cherishing lofty ideals—devoted to the 
beautiful in nature and art and ennobled by the serene con- 
sciousness of high duties well performed—constitutes culture, 
then indeed was Mr. Aldrich a man of rare culture. 

His physique was never robust and in recent years seemed 
very feeble, but in that frail tenement there dwelt an indo- 
mitable spirit and an unconquerable persistency in the ac- 
complishment of the mandates of his will. He was unosten- 
tatious, unassuming, gentle and suave in manner, but under- 
neath the mild exterior there was that ‘‘triumphant adamant 
of soul * * the fixed persuasion of suecess’’ and his fin- 
ished hfe is crowned with the glory of his achievements. 


MR. ALDRICH AS A CONSERVATOR OF HISTORY. 
Judge Ladd: As is true of every new enterprise, Mr. Ald- 
rich met with considerable impatience on the part of the leg- 
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islators and people when he first established the Historical 
Department, and this was somewhat true of some of the trust- 
ees who had been appointed on the board, although later the 
trustees became profoundly interested in his work. 

One trustee’ who has served longer than any other member 
of the board, became profoundly interested in what Mr. Ald- 
rich was doing, and I think Mr. Aldrich had great confidence 
in his counsels, and I know that his counsels were of great 
assistance to Mr. Aldrich. Judge H. E. Deemer will speak 
of Mr. Aldrich’s work as a conservator of history. 

Judge Deemer: With a journalist’s quick intuition for the 
pictorial and suggestive qualities in the conditions and events 
of the day ; a keen apprehension of the economic and sociologi- 
eal problems of his time, which made him a progressive and 
efficient legislator; an ardent lover of State and of Country, 
which prompted him to courageous and patriotic sacrifice and 
service; a natural refinement and a ripe culture, which were 
sources of strength and of solace in his declining years, and 
the highest ideals of duty and of virtue in private life, Charles 
Aldrich, the founder and curator of the Historical Depart- 
ment of Iowa, will nevertheless be remembered chiefly because 
of his work in collecting, collating and preserving Iowa his- 
torical data, material and incidents. 

For more than twenty years he devoted his time, his thought 
and his energies to this work; and beginning with a single 
ease filled largely with an autographic collection, occupying 
but a few square feet in the Library proper, he lived to see 
the practical completion of this magnificent building with its. 
priceless wealth of material—a most fitting and lasting monu- 
ment to his memory. 

This institution is his creature; his child, and being child- 
less he cherished it with something akin to parental affec- 
tion. And like the child of the body this building sustained 
and supported him during the latter years of his life. With 
mingled feelings of apprehension and of pride, he watched the 
builders as they progressed, seemingly unwilling to trust his 
offspring until secure from storm and strife; but with the 
building practically completed and his desk removed to its 
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permanent office, feeling that his plans were secure, his poli- 
cies approved, and his labors appreciated, he for the first time 
in a long, eventful and useful life seemed ready to answer 
the summons which had been so_long deferred. 

It has been said that Iowa has no past, and consequently 
no history. Measured in years it is indeed young. Two gen- 
erations have here builded an incomparable empire; a com- 
monwealth unexcelled in all that counts for greatness and for 
strength; and the richest heritage, that we of the second gen- 
eration have received is the example, the record, and the his- 
tory of the one gone before. As States and Nations count 
time, it may be that we have no past; but we do have a his- 
tory. Some one has said that ‘‘every home has a history— 
even a peasant’s hut.’’ And so it is that Iowa although but 
an infant in the family of States and of Nations, has a most 
eventful, a most fascinating, a most pregnant, and going back 
to the aborigines, a most romantic history. 

What memory is:to the individual, history is to the human 
race; and without these there can be no progress either in the 
one or the other. It was Carlyle, I think, who said, ‘‘my 
father’s life is the sunken pillar on which my life rests.’’ It 
is this memory, this history if you please which distinguishes 
mankind from all brute creation. 

Towa like every other community has its legendary; its tra- 
ditional history ; and if one be seeking for the fabulous or the 
miraculous, he may find it in the chronicles of the Red Men, 
here so carefully gathered and preserved. From these annals 
some modern Cooper, with better perceptions of real life 
among this aboriginal people will write a new series of 
‘Leather Stocking Tales,’’ and give us a finer and grander 
conception of that childlike race, coming from God knows 
where, which lived and loved, suffered and sorrowed and here 
on these western plains worked out their ultimate destiny. 

The advent of the white man, the Spanish explorers—half 
historic and half traditional—the French regime, the Voy- 
ageurs, the appearance of the Jesuits—those faithful men of 
God,—of the fur traders, and the coming of the early pioneers, 
each and all of these furnish a rich setting for another series 
of ‘‘ Waverly Novels,’’ which shall bring to our comprehen- 
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sion such an America as Seott gave to his native country. 

And then the early settlers, the men who came to find for- 
tune, to establish homes, and to found a State. The men and 
women of the first generation so rapidly disappearing, who 
formulated our great institutions, and launched the Ship of 
State. Our historical collection gathered by Mr. Aldrich is 
rich in the details of their migration, and in the record of 
their hardships, their privations, and their toil, awaiting some 
Homer to put in words a splendid and stately epic recounting 
the heroic achievements of these sturdy pioneers. 

Mr. Aldrich was by nature and by training pre-eminently 
fitted for gathering these legends, traditions, fragmentary his- 
tories and biographies, and for collating, arranging and fitting 
them for future use. He had the true historical instinct, 
and a correct knowledge of historical values. He thoroughly 
appreciated the importance and significance of his work, was 
entirely impartial, cherished no partisan or political bias, 
always recognized ability wherever found, was fair to his 
opponents, charitable in his estimate of men and of measures, 
and consistently and persistently accurate in all his state- 
ments. And as a result every man or woman who has had 
anything more than the ordinaty to do with the building of 
our State, or its institutions, has received just recognition at 
the hands of this department, and in most instances their 
biographies may be found among the archives here preserved 
for future times and generations. 

Time will not permit a recount of Mr. Aldrich’s labors as 
a collector and conservator of Iowa history, from its legend- 
ary and traditional stages to the present; or of the many 
branches of his work, and surrounded as we are by the exter- 
nal evidences thereof it is unnecessary to do so. 

His labors while already appreciated, will constantly grow 
in value and the magnitude thereof increase with the coming 
years. Deep and strong were the foundations laid and upon 
us rests the duty of completing the superstructure. 

Charles Aldrich was indeed the Conservator of Iowa His- 
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MR. AUDRICH AS A CITIZEN. 

Judge Ladd: But after all the greatest encomium that can 
be pronounced on this man is that he was a model citizen of 
the state and of the republic and exemplifies the highest type 
of citizenship. Governor Cummins will speak on Mr. Aldrich 
as a citizen of Iowa. 

Governor Cummins: 

It only remains for me to take these beautiful, impressive 
and pathetic tributes and bind them into one offering. For 
a man who hag been faithful as a journalist, patriotic and 
courageous as a soldier, learned, cultivated and refined as a 
man, one who has perpetuated the history of his common- 
wealth, one who has discharged with a high fidelity his duties 
as a legislator, must be a good citizen. I never stand by the 
dead body of a great man or of a friend but that there comes 
sweeping into my mind that verse so loved of Lincoln: 

Oh, why should the spirit of mortal be proud? 
Like a swift-fleeting meteor, a fast-flying cloud, 
A flash of the lightning, a break of the wave; 
Man passes from life to his rest in the grave. 

I quote these verses in order that I may venture to dissent 
from this sentiment. As I think upon the life of this man, 
who lies so silently before us; with his work all done, with a 
life so loyal, and so full of accomplishment behind him, it 
seems to me that there is every reason why the spirit of mortal 
should be proud. Who is there here who has known Charles 
Aldrich, but who is proud of his place in the world, proud of 
an acquaintance with his kindly nature, proud of an associ- 
ation with his richly furnished mind. Every man ought to 
be proud who has fulfilled the destiny, or mission, or duties 
of life as this man fulfilled them. It is only the laggard, only 
the coward, only the shirker, only he who refuses to accept 
the responsibilities of life, who ought not to be proud of 
mortal man. 

I don’t know about the future. I care not whether we be 
orthodox or whether we be sceptics, or whether we be agnostics, 
I cannot part the veil that divides time from eternity. I 
don’t know into what joys this man has entered, but I know, 
and you know, that whatever there is in the future preserved 
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for righteousness, for goodness, for virtue, for loyalty, for 


_ courage, for patriotism, this man is now enjoying, and there- 


fore it seems to me, that this hour ought not to be a sad one. 
I know how the heart is torn and charged with grief because 
we never again will take his hand or look into his eyes, but 
after all he has simply ushered himself into another life. and 
he will live that as splendidly as he has lived the one that he 
has left behind. 

I have known this man for thirty years. I cannot 
speak of his work as a journalist; I cannot speak 
of his accomplishments as a soldier; but I do know the real 
passion of his life, and although it may not be pertinent 
wholly to the subject which has been assigned to me, I can 
not refrain from referring again to the real victory of his 
long and sometimes bitter contest. I know he was a great 
writer; I know he was a faithful soldier; I know he was a 
learned man; but it is not for these things that the people of 
Iowa will longest remember him. There have been other great 
journalists, there have been other faithful soldiers; there have 
been other learned men—but he has done something for the 
people of Iowa single-handed and alone, greater in its concep- 
tion, vaster in its performance, than has often come to a citi- 
zen to perform. My friend Judge Deemer has suggested that 
possibly Iowa has no history, no past. She has both a past and 
a history. The pioneer days of lowa are the most wonderful 
days Iowa will ever see. They were crowded with deeds as pa- 
triotic and as brave and as self-sacrificing as ever will be re- 
corded upon the pages of the history of mankind. The first 
generation was passing away, and the recollections of men 
were becoming dim, and those who carried these materials in 
their minds were fast passing to the other shore, and there 
seemed to be no man in our whole commonwealth who was will- 
ing to recover and to preserve for future generations the his- 
tory of the early days of our commonwealth. But this man 
gave his life to that work, gave it during many years without 
any compensation whatsoever, and during the latter years for 
so inadequate a compensation that every citizen of the State 
ought to blush when he remembers it. There are a great many 
men who could collect the history of lowa, a great many men 
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who could gather together the materials with which the State 
was rich and overflowing, but our people were indifferent, our 
legislators turned deaf ears to his importunities. This man 


had not only to gather the historical material of our com- 


monwealth, and of its early days together, but he had to awak- 
en a public sentiment that would require our General Assem- 
bly to authorize him to devote his life to that work. 

There is no other tribute, as it seems to me, so resplendent 
as the one which is laid here when you see that he undertook 
the task of lighting the fires in your minds, a man that dis- 
closed the value of the work that he asked to do. I remember 
him well as year after year he pressed his attention upon the 
General Assembly, I remember how coldly and how indiffer- 
ently they received his original representations ; I know, and 
you do, how many pretty good people called him a erank, 
called him a fanatic with respect to the work the evidence of 
which you now see all about you. He was a erank, but he 
turned the State until it thrilled with interest in the labor of 
his life, and without regard to the magnificence of this monu- 
ment which is his work, without regard to the splendor of the 
material which he has collected, the credit of all of which is 
due to him, the vastest thing that he did for us was to make 
us willinge—make us willing—that he should erect this monu- 
ment and collect and preserve these materials for a future 
age. That marked him as one of the great men of the time. 
There are only a few men who ean become absorbed in a 
passion of that kind. There are a great many good men who 
devote their years to the welfare of their fellow-men, but there 
are only a very few men who are willing to take up some such 
work as this, and let it absorb all their thought, all their knowl- 
edge, all their strength, without knowing the end, whether 
there will be victory or defeat. 

And so in the six years that I have been in constant and 
intimate association with this dear dead friend, I have learned 
not only to respect him, not only to value and appreciate his 
great mental and moral equipment, but I have come to know 
that he is one of the great souls of the earth, who has been 
willing to devote his time not in the leadership in a cause in 
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— the leadership of a cause that he himself was compelled to 
create, and as the chief executive of the State, I pause at this 


_ moment to lay upon this casket a tribute of the deepest love 
and affection and appreciation for his life and for his labor. 


In every relation to his fellow-men he was true, in every work 
to which he committed himself he was faithful, and I believe 
with those who have gone before me that he held his spirit 
amongst us against the assaults of disease and the attacks of 
weakness, I believe he held himself here just so that his eyes 
might rest upon the building and its rich and splendid col- 
lection, which had been the object of all his mature years. 


Judge Ladd: I take it that most of you read in the morn- 
ing paper the beautiful and appreciative poetic tribute to Mr. 
Aldrich, and I know of no better or more appropriate way of 
bringing this program to a close than by listening to Major 
S. H. M. Byers read this poem in the presence of the dead. 


CHARLES ALDRICH. 
Major Byers: 
"Tis finished now—the hall, the dome; 
But listen there, a sudden knell, 
A voice that calls the builder home, 
He too has finished—all is well. 


Fate willed that he should live to see 
A crown on yonder work he led— 

Yet dying, dream not there would be 
A greater still upon his head. 


No evanescent glory his, 
Time will increase the fame it lent, 
And Truth, that never walked amiss, 
Will make these stones his monument. 


Here is the Past—he gathered far 
What patient genius only can, 
The storied tale of peace or war— 
The story of the life of man. 


Here long he labored, toiled and thought 
Where Past and Present sadly meet 
Till, one bright cogs there was brought — 
The message—‘‘Come, it is complete.’’ 


Sing on sweet birds, he was your friend, 
Of all sweet things of earth or air,— 
The sylvan woods, the river’s bend,— 

_ Where beauty was, his heart was there. 


Gone is the soul that longed to know _ 
The future, strange, and vaguely dim— 
The darkness of an hour ago 
Ts as daylight now to him. 


Who now would call him back again, 
The faithful one forever kind? 

He lived, he loved, he died, and then, 
Left only love and good behind. 
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Charles Aldrich and Wife (Matilda Olivia Williams Aldrich) 
From a Daguerreotype 1851 
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TRIBUTE TO CHARLES ALDRICH. 
. BY REV. L. N. CALL, 
At the funeral exercises held in Webster City, Iowa, the 


following address was made by Mr. Aldrich’s old friend, 
Rev. L. N. Call: 


It was eminently appropriate that the more elaborate and 
Imposing services of yesterday should have been held in the 


city where are the greater and more enduring monuments of 


the labors of Charles Aldrich. But it is profoundly fitting 
that here, where the foundations of his work were laid, his 
old friends and neighbors should gather to pay the tribute 
of respect and honor to one of Webster City’s most distin- 
guished sons. Few men were more closely identified with 
the development of this place in its early days, and none can 
tell how much he did to mould public sentiment in this new 
country and to promote whatever would make for the best 
interests and truest prosperity of the community. So it is 
that to-day, while we remember the splendid achievements 
which make his name honored throughout our commonwealth, 
here in his old home we also remember what he was to our 
town. 

The founding of our first newspaper by Mr. Aldrich may 
have seemed at the time a very small and unimportant thing, 
yet who can tell what was the influence of that little sheet 
in promoting intelligence, encouraging enterprise and inspir- 
ing education and morality, the bulwarks of a community, a 
state or a nation. In every way he showed that he was a 
man capable of forming high ideals and then working toward 
their attainment. Then, as now, Mr. Aldrich stood for what 
was best in local and national thought. 

When the signs of approaching war began to threaten, his 
ably written editorials were strongly on the side of the 
Union, and after the first year of the war he closed his news- 
paper office and enlisted, going as adjutant with the Thirty- 
second Infantry of Iowa. Though his slight strength did 
not permit him to serve until the end of the war, his work 
as a journalist was steadily and earnestly on the side of free- 


dom and right. 
His education was largely self-acquired, but he was a 
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man of culture and: fine literary taste. His library was 


large for a private collection and was always freely at the 
service of those who would use it. No one will ever know how 
many lives were influenced by~the loan of his books, scarcer 
in early days than now in this western land. | . 

He had an instinctive reverence for greatness, and Bin 
realized, as did few of his fellows, the historical importance 
of the memorials of great men. It was while he was still a 
resident of this place that he began collecting the documents 
and autographs which became the nucleus of the magnificent 
collection now in our capital. His rare conversational gifts, 
his power of gaining the confidence of those he met, together 
with his enthusiasm, gave him access in an unusual way to 
the autographie and historical treasures of this and other 
countries. In 1884 when he and his devoted wife gave their 
collection to the State, with the privilege of adding to it after- 
wards, it already contained a wealth of material rare and 
priceless. 

Already he was realizing the necessity of inaugurating in 
Towa the work which had been taken up in Wisconsin and 
other States of preserving and gathering important legal and 
historical papers belohging to our State and invaluable to 
the future student of its history, but lable to be destroyed 
or lost because there was no suitable place or way to care 
for them. Already the plan was forming in his mind which 
beginning with his own collection, grew to the establishing 
by the Legislature of the Historical Department of Iowa 
and finally to the magnificent Historical Building which is 
now the pride of our State. 

You all know the story of this splendid work which has 
been told in every paper in this Western land during these 
last days. But only his friends knew how great were the 
difficulties he met and overcame—what barriers of ignorance 
and prejudice had to be melted away by his arguments and 
persuasions before the crowning of his labors was achieved. 
As was so beautifully said in Major Byers’ poem read yester- 
day in Des Moines: 

Fate willed that he should live to see 
A crown on yonder work he led— 


Yet dying, dream not there would be 
A greater still upon his head. 
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During these years he never lost his interest in his old 
home, he never forgot his old friends, and found a great 
pleasure in keeping alive the memories of the pioneers whose 
hardships and labors prepared the way for the men of to-day. 
In his friendships he was genuine and loyal not only to those 
who had been prosperous and successful (as success is 
counted), but to all whom he called friends. I was impressed 
with this trait, as I had often been before, when looking with 
him through the volume which preserves the letters written 
him on the death of Mrs. Matilda Aldrich. There, with the 
letters from William Rossetti and other men of letters from 
across the sea, was the rudely written but no less sincere 
tribute from one of the early settlers in this county, long 
since gone away. 

Many a one, in this, Mr. Aldrich’s home town, will recall 
to-day not only the cheery greeting, the congratulation over 
any little success, but will remember too the warm words of 
sympathy in time of trouble, the beautifully written tributes 
of affectionate memory which brought a ray of comfort to the 
house of bereavement. 

The public spirit and active interest which characterized 
him as a resident here were manifest in many ways and in 
enduring forms. In our Court House there will always be 
the memorial, secured by his efforts, of the brave men who 
went to the rescue of their imperiled neighbors on the north, 
at the time of the Spirit Lake Massacre. 

You all know the great interest he felt in the founding of 
this Library, within whose beautiful halls he lies to-day. 
The valuable gifts which he gave to enrich it speak more 
strongly than words of mine. We remember, also, his efforts « 
to make it possible that the hospital, founded by one of his 
early friends, should be kept open for the people. 

So through all the years he has given proofs that he never 
lost interest in this place nor forgot his old friends. And 
he will not be forgotten here. Every Iowa citizen will feel 
that the stately building yonder in Des Moines is his monu- 
ment, but methinks, in future years our people will feel a 
thrill of pride in its contemplation, as they remember that 
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the man who conceived this mighty plan, and perseveringly 
toiled and wrought toward its achievement, was one of our 
own citizens. = 

And so it seems fitting and right that here, in the town 
in whose history he has borne so honorable a part, he should 
have chosen his last resting place. 

As another has said, ‘‘To have lived uprightly, to have 
died serene and content is the lot of many and suffices. But 
to have done all this, and besides have left an imperishable 
monument of more than graven stone, to have created an 
institution that must endure while the State lives, is to have 
taken hold upon Fame.’’ 
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BY PROF. L. H. PAMMEL, 


The following address on Charles Aldrich, by his friend, 


_ Prof. L. H. Pammel, was delivered before the Priscilla Club 


in Ames, Towa, on the day of Mr. Aldrich’s funeral services 
in Des Moines, March 11, 1908, and in the college chapel of 
the Iowa State College March 16, 1908: 


In accepting the invitation to address you on this occasion 
I thought it would be very appropriate to give you a brief 
sketch of the life and services of Mr. Charles Aldrich. It 
is surely appropriate that we of this institution should pause 
for a few minutes to talk about the work of those who are 
instrumental in adding to our educational facilities. It is 
peculiarly befitting that I should talk of the labors of Mr. 
Charles Aldrich, whose life work was so unselfish, who gave 
what little strength he had during his old age for the educa- 
tional work of our commonwealth. History in large measure 
must deal with the progress of education, and for this purpose 
abundant material must be collected and preserved. This 
was the peculiar work of Mr. Aldrich. More than this, Mr. 
Aldrich was not only a friend of this institution from its 
very beginning but he took a keen interest in its progress. 
He felt that the training given here had a peculiar and an 
abiding place in the educational system of the State. He 
knew all about the institution and the various men who had 
been connected with it in early days. His visits in early 
days were frequent, and he counted among the early pro- 
fessors many warm friends. 

We may well pause and reflect a little over the life of our 
friend whose life-work was completed on Sunday morning, 
March 8, and who has left a host of mourners throughout the 
State and Union. Apprenticed to the printer’s trade in 1846, 
he established a paper of his own in 1850, naming it the Catta- 
raugus Sachem, and later the weekly Olean Journal, at Olean, 
New York. On removing to Iowa he established the Hamilton 
Freeman, at Webster City, and was subsequently connected 
with the Marshall County Times, the Waterloo Courier and 
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the Dubuque Times. He was editorial se a on the Chicago 


Inter Ocean, and, most ie al of all, editor of the Annals — 


of Iowa. 

Mr. Aldrich was a member of t the State Historical Society 
of Iowa, the American Historical Association, Loyal Legion, 
Grand Army of the Republic, a charter member of the 
American Ornithologists’ Union, Pioneer Lawmakers’ Asso- 
ciation, and many other organizations. 

When the country was in need of men to put down slavery 
he enlisted and did splendid service for his country as a 
brave and loyal soldier. 

Many persons in the State feel as I do, that the death of 
Mr. Aldrich is a personal loss because he was close to his 
friends. I became acquainted with him some eighteen years 
ago, shortly after my arrival in the State. During these 


years my visits with him have been frequent. I have chatted — 


with him about many things and have learned to appreciate 
the many-sidedness of the man, his keen appreciation of the 
progress of the intellectual world and in particular what was 
being done by men who are engaged in the study of plants 
and animals. He counted among his friends men of science 
like Gannett, Cope, Brandegee, Chittenden, Holmes, Hayden, 
Bessey, Coues, Beal, Parry, Leidy, and a host of others. 

The loss to the State is certainly a great one, for it is 
doubtful whether anyone will be obtained who has the instinct 
of the collector as did Mr. Aldrich, especially along the lines 
of the materials for a great historical museum. 

Mr. Aldrich was a born collector, a genius; few men have 
equalled him in this respect. Much of the historical matter 
of Iowa was rapidly disappearing when he took hold of the 
work; this, through his painstaking effort, has been preserved 
for future reference. It is for this that Mr. Aldrich has 
done such splendid service for the State. His wide acquaint- 
ance with public men and authors, and his geniality had their 
effect in getting what he wanted. In this way, he secured let- 
ters and manuscripts. Only the other day while in the Histor- 
ical Department I looked over a large number of autograph 
albums of notes on European travel by Thomas Wilson, for 
many years connected with the National Museum. 
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It is wonderful how Mr. Aldrich ae in getting the 
material together with the limited appropriations made by 


the State; the numerous files of State papers, manuscripts, 


letters, ete. The fruition of his work is the splendid historical 
building and the manuscripts and books it contains on histor- 
ical matter pertaining to Iowa. For the future historian 
these will be of inestimable value. He wanted me to write 
a biographical sketch of Dr. Edwin James, an early American 
botanist, who died near Burlington. I found much valuable 
material in the historical collection. I found he had suc- 
eeeded in getting an old but small oil painting of Dr. James, 
the only one in existence. 

He was very much interested in the work Coues was doing 
on the reprint of the Lewis and Clark expedition and afforded 
much assistance to him in the preparation of this reprint, 
in recognition of which most grateful acknowledgment was 
expressed in the preface. 

His tenacity of purpose always stood him in good stead. 
He never forgot to remind the person that he would like the 
paper or the article. He reminded me every time I saw him 
that I had promised him an article on Dr. James. 

Many years ago while a student in the University of Wis- 
consin I remember the pleasant pilgrimages made to the His- 
torical Collections of Wisconsin. Here were gathered together 
the tattered flags of the Civil War, shot, shells, manuscripts 
and all conceivable things that bore upon the history of our 
country and that State in particular. The curator of that 
collection was Mr. Draper, who had brought together not 
only a library of one hundred thousand volumes, but an 
immense amount of historical material bearing upon many 
important American topics. The student had simply consulted 
the library and museum and without any thought of using the 
material for historical monographs. The history of Wisconsin 
antedates that of Iowa by a long period and the material 
gathered by Mr. Draper was unique in its character, and yet 
Mr. Draper never received the full credit of br inging together 
this great collection which has enabled Mr. Reuben Thwaites 
and others to profit by his work. The State tardily recognized 
the ability of Mr. Draper. Mr. Aldrich was a man very 
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much like Mr. Draper - spare in form but kind and appre- 
ciative. 

Mr. Aldrich had an idea that.the historical library should 
contain not only documents pertaining to the history of the 
State, political and civil, but matters pertaining to science, 
art and literature. He once said, ‘‘I wish the Academy of 
Science would meet in the Historical Building and make this 
its home.’’ It was his idea in short that the Historical 
Department should be a great center of intellectual activity 
for the State. — 

Mr. Aldrich never considered himself a scientist, but he was 


a keen observer of things pertaining to natural history. 


His interest is shown in a series of letters written to the 
Chicago Inter Ocean from Colorado, while attached in an 
unofficial manner to the Hayden Geological Survey which 
in that season explored parts of Colorado. In their party 
were men who have become distinguished in the geological 
investigations of our country. 

Exploring in those days was far different from what it is 
to-day. The railroad took the parties to Canon City in the 
Arkansas Valley only, the remainder of the survey was made 
with pack animals and in the saddle. He ascended to the 
timber line and above in southwestern Colorado. Some of 
the peaks in the Uncompahgre range are over 1,400 feet in 
height, so that Mr. Aldrich must have been a good mountain 
climber and entitled to membership in the Alpine Club. In 
his letters he gives accounts of the topographical and geologi- 
cal features and mentions some of the common plants, espec- 
ially trees. He seems to have been attracted by our common 
reed grass (Phragmites communis), it is the only scientific 
name used in the letters. Mention is also made of Bigelovia, 
to which he was attracted because of its gorgeous display 
of yellow flowers, the sage bush, and cacti. 

The prehistoric remains in the southwest seem to have been 
of especial interest to him. ‘These are described in detail 
with size of rooms and material found therein. 

Mr. Aldrich was also a contributor to some of the scientific 
journals, several articles appearing in the American Natural- 
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ast on such subjects as Variation in the Growth of the Vir- 
ginia Creeper and Hickory, Anecdotes on the Cat, and Sur- 
vival of Wild Habits of Domestic Cattle. The great museum 
of London, the British and South Kensington museums with 
their large array of birds and other natural history speci- 
mens, the American Museum of Natural History in New York, 
and especially the museum presided over by Professor Cope 
in Philadelphia, were all graphically described in the Hamil- 
ton County Freeman. 

Mr. Aldrich seemes to have had an interest in birds similar 
to that of Thoreau. He says: 

“But there is a wonderful dearth of birds; in the old times, 
say fifteen or twenty years ago, out on such bright, beautiful 
days, we would see a large number of our winter species, late 
chickadees, creepers, pewees, nuthatches, the lively winter 
sparrows, and occasionally a shrike, and numerous other com- 
mon species. Sometimes the bluebird remained several days 
in December and in some instances the robins were seen in 


‘winter. But to-day the woods and fields are well mgt tenant- 


less so far as the birds are concerned.”’ 

He seems to have been deeply touched by Thoreau’s inter- 
est in birds. He says: ‘‘I refer to Henry David Thoreau, 
the poet-naturalist, whose ever enduring fame is permeating 
every land in which our language is written or spoken, his 
biographers tell us that he never used a gun, never killed a 
bird.”’ 

He was a sincere advocate of bird protection and the first 
genuine law passed on the subject was due to his efforts while 
he was a member of the legislature and he has had much to 
do with subsequent legislation. 

In the old days Mr. Aldrich was a frequent visitor at the 
college where he formed a warm friendship with Dr. Beal, 
Prof. Osborn and others of the faculty, especially for Dr. 
Beal because he was a great lover of birds. With Dr. Beal 
he used to take long walks and study our birds. He was in- 
terested in them and in other pets, up to the close of his life. 

Mr. Aldrich was a prolific writer, his style was lucid. His 
descriptions were vivid. His letters written to the Hamilton 
County Freeman on his Buropean trip show a fine literary 
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style giving vivid descttptions of the old public buildings, 


churches and cathedrals. It is unfortunate that they did not 
find a larger circle of readers. The letters are well worth re- 
publishing. 

The Annals of Iowa in which the best efforts of his life were 
put, contain many important historical articles. The pro- 
ductions are not confined to history and biographical sketches 
alone, but inelude the political history of the State and other 
subjects of interest dealing with the development of Iowa. 

Mr. Aldrich had many advanced views on legislative mat- 
ters. In the legislature he did splendid service as chief clerk 
of the Iowa House of Representatives during four sessions of 
the legislature. He did much for constructive legislation 
in 1882 when he was a member of the House of Representa- 
tives. It is true that he did not sueceed in seeing certain mat- 
ters advocated by him enacted into law while he was a member, 
but since then some of these laws, as the Board of Pardons 


and the Anti-pass Bill, have been placed on our statute 
books. 


This useful life was brought to a close on a beautiful Sun- : 


day morning, and on another beautiful day the body was laid 
at rest in the cemetery by some of his old comrades who had 
seen duty with him on the field of battle in the dark days of 
our republic, the services being under the auspices of the mili- 
tary companies. Loving tributes from his comrades and old 
friends can only remind us of his unselfish deeds. Goodness 
and kindness illumined his face and marked every feature 
of the man. His was a Christian life, truly catholic; clergy- 
men of many denominations were his true and fast friends. 
He accepted the Christian religion without going into the 
philosophy of the same. In all my conversations with him 
I never heard him speak ill of anyone. Though there were 
some things which he could not tolerate among men, he did 
not sneer or scoff at them. 

In a review of one of Prof. Coues’ books he reflects a little 
on religion and the hereafter, and makes one think that after 
all he was a man of deep religious conviction, otherwise he 
would not have asked, but a short time before his death, for 
the rite of baptism. 
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With ae cae of Mr. Aldrich one of the great men of 


Bs - pioneer Iowa times has passed away. He has left a record 
of usefulness not accorded to any one else in the State. He 
__ was not as rich as some others in scholarship, but he was active 


and untiring in gathering the material for scholars. 


TRIBUTES FROM ABSENT FRIENDS. 


Extracts from a few of the many letters and telegrams re- 
ceived from Mr. Aldrich’s friends at the time of his death: 
Gen. G. M. Dodge, New York: 

I have just received your dispatch announcing the death 
and funeral of my old friend, Charles Aldrich. I go back 
to my early days when I first made his acquaintance which 
grew into a friendship which has lasted all our lives. I 
think there is none who appreciates better than myself the 
great work he has done not only for your Department but for 
the whole State of Iowa. If he had to go it was fitting it 
should be while he was in the institution that he founded and 
has done so much to build up. * * * 


Senator Wm. B. Allison, Washington, D. C.: 

Regret to hear of the death of Mr. Aldrich, a good citizen, 
lover of Iowa, devoting his life and strength to the service 
of the State. His death will be greatly and universally 
mourned. * * * 


Alonzo Abernethy, Tampa, Florida: 

Have known and loved Mr. Aldrich for nearly half a cen- 
tury and wish to add my tribute to the life and work of this 
marvelous man. lowa has produced many uoble patriots but 
none of rarer usefulness or worth. The Historical Depart- 
ment, the Annals and the Historical Building will perpetuate 
his memory. 


Robert F. Palmer, Chicago, IU.: 
The death of Mr. Aldrich is a personal loss. My services 
at your disposal if I can be of assistance. 
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Judge Henry C. Caldwell, Los Angeles, Cal.: 

* * * In common with the people of Iowa I mourn the 
death of one whose work for the State will be as lasting as the 
history of the State itself, for largely through his life-long, 
earnest and intelligent work, have the materials for that his- 
tory been gathered and preserved. Fifty years ago I answered 
many times to his roll call in the House of Representatives, 
now he has answered the Master’s roll call ahead of me but 
not for long. 


William H. Fleming, Washington, D. C.: 
News of death of Iowa’s great historiographer; am deeply 
grieved. 


Benj. F. Shambaugh, Iowa City, Iowa: 

* * * Tt is my feeling that on Wednesday the friends of 
Mr. Aldrich and the Historical Department can do the mem- 
ory of the great founder of the Department no greater honor 
than to resolve that at any cost his work will be carried for- 
ward according to the ideas and the spirit in which he him- 
self conceived it. The career of Charles Aldrich will remain 
for all time an inspiration for those who believe that honest, 
sincere devotion to a cause will be realized in bountiful suc- 
cess. 


Father John F. Kempker, Davenport, Iowa: 

* * * Tn life he was all that the papers said of him and 
much more. The achievements of his energy and talents were 
so great that, however much we may wish to give due ackowl- 
edgment, the true worth of the fruits of his work will not 
be thoroughly appreciated until many years or a century have 
passed. His researches and untiring application in the study 
of local history deserve the more our praise because there 
seemed no one at the time to undertake what he has done and 
it was only by self-sacrifice and perseverance in the face of 
astounding difficulties that he has preserved for posterity 
estimable memories of noble pioneers and succeeded in awak- 
ening in the breasts of many a love for our own Iowa history. 

In mind and heart his qualifications were so beautiful and 
enchanting that nothing excepting good seemed his surround- 
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- ings and company. May his soul rest in peace and the Lord 


grant him life everlasting. * * * 


Reuben G. Thwaites, Madison, Wis. : 
* * * JT have always been greatly interested in the work 
of Mr. Aldrich in building up the Historical Department of 


iowa. For the last twenty years we have frequently been in 


correspondence, and he has several times visited our institu- 
tion, although it has not been my good fortune to have visited 
his. He was a man of great energy and with high ideals; one 
of those self-denying pioneers in the field of collection of 
western historical material of which Lyman C. Draper may 
be considered the archetype. He did for Iowa a work akin 
to that of Draper in Wisconsin. All of you owe much to 
him. Your sense of indebtedness will increase as the years 
go by, just as our debt to Draper becomes more and more 
evident as time goes on. No matter how large your institu- 
tion may become in the future, in the hands of younger men 
and as a result of a quickened public consciousness in the im- 
portance of preserving materials for the history of your State, 
you will always look back to the work of Aldrich with keen 
pride and genuine enthusiasm. Men such as he are rare, even 
in this self-denying field, and we do well to honor them. Your 
Historical Department is bound to become of great importance 
from every possible point of view, but whatever magnitude 
it may attain, you will always be conscious that he laid the 
essential foundations. 


H. H. Rood, Mount Vernon, Iowa: 

With profound sorrow I note in the press the death of my 
friend, companion and comrade. I have known Mr. Aldrich 
since 1859-60, and have loved and honored him. Mr. Aldrich 
did more for the history of Iowa than any other man; his large 
view, his quick sympathy, his love of the things which go to 
make a state regardful of its past, its history, its mental and 
moral attitude, was deep, broad and strong. 

In the struggle for material things by the young state, he 
did not forget that it should have high ideals, and to fix them 
in the mind and heart of the state, he did great things. * * * 
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Frank Springer, Burlington, Towa: 

* * * We—his friends and the State—may well mourn 
the loss of such a man, but for his sake we need waste no 
regrets. His work was done. If ever a man lived out the 
full measure of a rich, well-rounded and successful life, sure- 
ly that man was Charles Aldrich. He leaves a monument of 
high and useful achievement in the service of his State, more 


lasting even than the splendid structure—inspired by him— 


which marks the completion of his labors. Let us be content, 
and proud to be sharers in the legacy of his life and example. 


R. H. Moore, Ottumwa, Iowa: 

IT am inexpressibly saddened at the death of my old and 
valued friend, the Hon. Charles Aldrich. It will be a long 
time before the niche he occupied in this grand common- 
wealth will be filled if ever. His work was peculiarly his 
own, but it was a great work for the State he loved so well. 
But we should all bow in humble submission to His will. 
Rev. William Salter, D. D., Burlington, Iowa: 

Your telegram informing me of the funeral memorial ser- 
vices to be held on the 11th inst. for the Honorable Charles 
Aldrich, brings me a heavy sorrow. I deeply regret that the 
infirmities of age will prevent my attendance at the service. 
But I shall be there in spirit to mourn his death and to honor 
his memory. For the last twenty years he was among my 
most cherished and delightful friends, and I was never hap- 
pier than in his company, he was so genial and kindly, and 
we had so many sympathies in common. His pride in Iowa 
and his devotion to its history have a lasting monument in 
the Historical Department, in the Annals of Iowa, which he 
edited, and in the rich collections he gathered which show the 
changes that have lifted up this portion of the world from 
a savage wilderness to the highest measures of modern eivi- 
lization. He possessed so many admirable qualities, and ren- 
dered such a variety of services in many different fields, in 
legislation, in the front of war, and in the purity and integrity 
of his high-toned character, as well as in the history of the 
commonwealth, that too much cannot be done to perpetuate 
his memory, and write his name high in our Hall of Fame, 
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for the Pad and emulation of the people of Iowa in 
‘future times. * * *— 


‘Hon. C.J. A. Ericson, Los Angeles, Cal. : 
It was with a feeling of great sorrow I learned through the 


. _ newspapers of the death of Mr. Charles Aldrich, Curator of 


the Historical Department of the State of Iowa. Yet, I am 


- thankful that his life was spared to see the great Historical 


Building completed for which he had worked and planned so 
long. It will always remain a monument to his memory in 
recognition of his untiring efforts to make it what it is to- 
day. His work is done and well done and it will be appre- 
ciated more and more as future generations shall here have 
the opportunity to study the history of the early pioneers of . 
the State. Mr. Aldrich was my friend and I was his friend 
to the best of my ability to show my appreciation of his friend- 
ship. He was the best equipped man for this work in the 
whole State of Iowa. I was glad his remains were taken to 
Des Moines to lie in state in the Historical Building. Peace 
to0.Hig ashes..* * * 


Ex-Gov. William Larrabee, Clermont, Iowa: 

* * * JT feel deeply the loss of Mr. Aldrich. He rendered 
most loyal and efficient service to the State and his work is 
highly appreciated by our people. One can afford to die after 
making such a record as he has made. * * * 


John OC. Parish, Iowa City, Iowa: 

* * * T shall never cease to be thankful that I was privi- 
ledged to know him these last few years; and the memory of 
the talks I have had with him will always be an inspiration 
to me. He was a man whose influence upon the State will, 
I am sure, be increasingly appreciated. * * * 

Geo. H. Yewell, New York City: 

* * * Owing to the fact that from great vitality and 
tenacity f life, Mr. Aldrich had more than once before come 
up from death’s door, as it were, I had a faint hope that he 
might overcome this serious and paintul attack ; but it was not 
so ordered and, at last, another good, true and valuable man, 
who will be long remembered has gone to his rest and his 
reward. No man had a more unselfish desire to do a good work 
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for the benefit of those who were to come after him than Mr. 
Aldrich. We should be thankful that his life was spared 
long enough for him to see the successful beginning of a 
work that through coming years will never cease to give honor 
to his name and memory. * * * 


Hon. Edward H. Stiles, Kansas City, Mo.: 

I was greatly pained to hear of the death of Mr. Aldrich. 
I was absent when telegram was received and did not get it 
for several days. Had I been at home I should have endeav- 
ored to have gone to the funeral. My thoughts turn to him 
with great frequency mingled with admiration for his fine 
qualities and regret that he could not longer stay hisdeparture. 
Towa has indeed lost one of the most useful, and along the 
line he has for so many years been pursuing, the most useful 
of her citizens. * * * 


A. S. Van Winkle, Keota, Iowa: 
It is with profound sorrow that I have learned of ihe 


death of Curator Charles Aldrich. The tribute due to his ~ 


memory is similar to that paid to the great Agassiz, founder 
of the Museum of Comparative Biology at Cambridge. Mr. 
Aldrich had a vast knowledge, a keen perception and a full 
comprehension of the needs of the future in Iowa when he 
brought about the foundation of the work being done in the 
magnificent building that will remain a tribute to his mem- 
ory. * * * 

Rev. O. H. Holmes, Algona, Iowa: 

As one of the younger members of the Thirty-second General 
Assembly who came somewhat closely in contact with Mr. Al- 
drich and the Historical Building, I cannot let his death pass 
without acknowledging the great debt the younger men of the 
State owe to Mr. Aldrich and to the class of Iowa pioneers 
of which he was a type. Not one among these early comers to 
Iowa but whose life was in some measure a sacrifice. Many 
of the things they greatly desired they never had. But by 
their character and fortitude they have left an impress on 
our State that will not pass with time. True more are absent 
from roll call now than are present, but et us not forget 
those who do not answer. Many have forded the unbridged 
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river that runs where the dusky horizon shuts down on our 


uncertain and blinding vision. Pioneers they are, prospecting 


over there where thought and act preceded them, looking for 
that ideal which they could not realize here. 
’Tis whispered low within the heart 
We hear it rise and fall, 
A song of those who answer not 


‘However we may call. 
* * * * 


They can not be where God is not 
On any sea or shore; 

Whate’er betides, Thy love abides 
Our God forevermore. 


RESOLUTIONS COMMEMORATING THE DEATH OF 
MR. ALDRICH. : 


Resolutions or memorials commemorating the death of Mr. 
Aldrich were adopted by the following organizations: 


Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States, 
Commandery of the State of Iowa. 

Winfield Scott Post No. 66, Department of Iowa G. A. R. 

Soldiers’ Roster Board: 

Board of Trustees of the State Library and Historical De- 
partment. 

Octogenarian Association. 

Monday Club. 

The Board of Trustees of the State Library and Historical 
Department adopted the following resolutions: 

Whereas, The Hon. Charles Aldrich has for many years 
been associated with this Board as Curator of the Historical 
Department of the Iowa State Library, in this relation afford: 
ing us opportunity to know him intimately, and 

Whereas, His qualities of head and heart have impressed 
us as of the highest order and his service to the State of the 
greatest worth, therefore be it 

Resolved, By the Board of Trustees of the Towa State 
Library that in the passing of Mr. Aldrich we have lost a loved 
associate and wise counselor; that in creating and fostering 
the Historical Department and in conserving the early history 
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of the State, he has ‘rendered a service of untold value to 
the present and to the future generations; and that in all the 
relations of life, in his social converse, in his literary and 
journalistic career, in his military and public service he has 
proved himself a man of high ideals, of indomitable purpose 
and of lofty achievement. 

H. E. DEEMER, 


JoHN F. Ruiaes. 
Committee. 


The Soldiers’ Roster Board adopted the following resolution 
of respect: 

Whereas, Since the last meeting of this Board the hand of 
death has removed one of its members, the Hon. Charles 
Aldrich, Curator of the Historical Department of Iowa, who 
died at his home in Boone, Iowa, on the 8th day of March, 
1908, and 

Whereas, The surviving members of the Board recognize 
the great loss we have sustained by the death of Curator 
Aldrich, therefore be it 

Resolved, That we deplore his death That we revere his 
memory. That we herein express our appreciation of the 
great service he has rendered to the State in the long years 
in which he was engaged in the collection of the material for 
its history, and the records of the men and women who have 
been its history makers. 

The secretary of this Board is hereby instructed to spread 
this resolution upon the minutes, and to transmit a copy of 
the same to Mrs. Thirza Louisa Aldrich, the widow of our 
deceased member, and the Historical Department of Iowa. 


In the comprehensive ‘‘Memorial on the death of our 
late companion, Adjutant Charles Aldrich,’’ read and adopted 
by the Military Order of the Loyal Legion, Commandery of 
the State of lowa, the following paragraphs occur: 

‘“The people of Iowa recognize the great service he has 
rendered them in preserving the historical treasures of the 
commonwealth, and have provided a fitting place for the safe- 
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_ keeping of those treasures he spent long years in accumulat- 


ing, in the building which stands in its dignity and beauty 
as an enduring monument to his memory. 

‘“He lived an upright and honorable life. He devoted all 
his ability and energy to the accomplishment of lofty and 
noble purposes. He suffered and endured great physical pain 
for many years but his indomitable will and courage sustained 
him until his life work was done. He died in serene content- 
ment. No higher, or more well deserved honors have been 
paid to any citizen of Iowa than were rendered to our com- 
panion at the time of his death. In the beautiful cemetery 
near his early Iowa home he lies beside the wife of his early 
youth. Brave, gifted, noble soul, hail and farewell.’’ 

G. W. CRosLEy, 

G. A. EBERHART, 

S. H. M. Byers. 
Committee. 

The resolutions adopted by the Monday Club are as fol- 
lows: 

Whereas, In the death of Curator Charles Aldrich the Mon- . 
day Club of Des Moines has sustained a touching loss, there- 
fore be it 

Resolved, That this Club will hold in grateful remembrance 
the uniform kindness and courtesy of Mr. Aldrich in granting 
to this Club the use of a comfortable room in the State His- 
torical Building for its fortnightly meetings. 

We join with the family and all the people of the State in 
honoring the memory of a kindly, gracious and kingly man. 

Mrs. Mary J. CoGGESHALL, 

Mrs. L. A. ALTONA, 

Mrs. CHAriEs J. LUTHE. 
Committee. 
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TRIBUTES FROM THE PRESS. b= 


Mr. Aldrich was a journalist, editing and publishing news- 


papers for many years, himself, and contributing to them as 
long as he lived. Many newspaper men were numbered ~ 
among his personal friends. He never overlooked the vast — 


influence wielded by the press of the State and sought to enlist 
it in favor of the development of the Historical Department. 


He felt deep gratitude for the almost uniform support he 


received from the press and realized that therein lay much 
of his strength and success. : ; 

The following paragraphs are selected from the many 
beautiful and appreciative editorial tributes paid by the 
press: 

Anita Republican, March 11, 1908: . 

Among Iowa’s business men and statesmen there was but 
one Charles Aldrich. * * * He was a man who was faithful 
to every trust imposed upon him and who has passed away 
leaving to his State a name unsullied and the recollection of 
a life that may well be an inspiration to others. A truly 
great man has passed away. 


Waukon Standard, March 12, 1908: 

The foundation and development of the Historical Depart- 
ment was the thing nearest to the heart of Mr. Aldrich and 
had been for thirty years. But his interests were not bounded 
by a single idea. His activities took the widest latitude. 
Whether in polities, as newspaper editor, public officer or 
trusted heutenant and manager for men ambitious in politi- 
cal affairs, or in the service of his country-as a soldier, or 


engaged in the tasks of a lawmaker, or directing the re-unions _ 


of lawmakers and historical societies, or devoting his time 


and energies to the collection of historical material on behalf. 


of the State—he was always broad-minded, liberal spirited 
and prepared to do his full duty as he saw it in whatever 
relation he was placed. 


Burlington Hawk-Eye, March 10, 1908: 

Personally he was a lovable, kindly man, and a tireless 
worker. His monument will be the Historical Department, 
which was founded on a small but valuable collection which 
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“he eer, presented to the State. For many years he toiled in 


: Bt adding to this nucleus without pay, and finally saw the dream 
of his life materialize in a historical building, which is one 


of the finest publie structures in the State. Magnificent as 


it is and valuable as its contents, its existence is almost 


solely due to the tireless energy and self-sacrificing labors of 
Mr. Aldrich. Mr. Aldrich’s life has been a notable one. He 
was a soldier, a legislator, a journalist and a historian. His 


name will be written high among the builders of Iowa; his 


memory will ever be an inspiration. 
McGregor News, March 11, 1908: 

Charles Aldrich, one of Iowa’s most distinguished pioneers, 
passed away at the age of 79 years. He founded the State 
Historical Department. * * * He originated its beginnings 
and he developed its field. He put it on permanent founda- 
tions and before his death realized the cherished ambition of 
a quarter of a century when the building in which the 
Department is housed, through the generosity and apprecia- 
tion of the State, was finished. For years he has been in 
delicate health but the love of his work and the undying 
hope of seeing the collection appropriately quartered have 
supplemented an extraordinary nervous force in lengthening 
his years until his hope was realized. 


Sac Sun, March 12, 1908: 

The work that will prove his enduring monument is the 
formation of the Iowa Historical Department, of which he 
was Curator from 1892 to the day of his death. Through 
his untiring energy a large collection of valuable records and 
other material has been made and classified and now they are 
housed in a substantial building. Mr. Aldrich inclined toward 
the higher ideals in political life. A quarter of a century ago, 
when he served a term in the legislature, he proposed a bill 
for the establishment of a State Board of Pardons like that 
established by the last legislature and he is credited with 
being a pioneer, also, in the matter of anti-pass legislation. 
A long life, well lived, has reached an honored close. 


Clinton Mirror, March 14, 1908: 
He at times held other important appointments, and served 
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one term or more in the legislature about a score of years 
ago; in which position he introduced a bill abolishing railroad 
passes—a premature measure, looming large among recent 
‘‘reforms’’(?), but which was laughed out of the legislature 
at the time. We saw him at the Freeman office in the fall 

of 1859 and again on the levee at Lyons in ’62, on his regi- 

ment’s way South, but always failed to find him at Des 

Moines. The Mirror was one of the very few papers advocat- 

ing the passage of his pass bill, and we received a friendly 

word of acknowledgment from his hand, while others were 

characterizing him as an impracticable crank. Mr. Aldrich 

was a useful man in his four-seore years of life, and lived to 

see his legislative idea made practical, embodied into law, and 

enforced. 


Grand Junction Globe, March 13, 1908: 

Charles Aldrich died at his home in Boone Sunday. He 
has devoted practically a lifetime and a small fortune to the 
securing of material bearing on the history of the State of 
Towa. The great Historical Department and the many price- 
less treasures that have been gathered together are the results 
of his labors. It is impossible to estimate the value of the 
work that he has done. All we ean do is to honor his name 
and it was with regret that all Iowa heard of his death. A 
grand old man has left us. 

Waverly Democrat, March 12, 1908: 

In his death the State loses one of its most useful citizens, 
one who will be remembered when hundreds of others equally 
well known have been forgotten. Practically the whole of 
Mr. Aldrich’s life was devoted to the arranging and presery- 
ing of material of historical value in this State and the grati- 
tude of generations to come will be his for the valuable serv- 
ice he thus gave. The private collection that he made and 
gave to the State some twenty years ago formed the nucleus 
of the present contents of the State’s Historical Building, 
north of the Capitol, and it was mainly through his efforts 
that this building, which, with its myriad of things of histort- 
cal interest, comprises one of our most valuable public posses- 
sions, was founded. 
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_ Sioux City Journal, March 10, 1908: 


Mr. Aldrich, through his devotion to the work which 
crowned his life, won many friends and admirers, and it is 
doubtful if any other man of his time could have accomplished 


_ the results he attained. His success gave him the greatest 


pleasure; and yet he was conscious of the greater things that 
were possible, and his anxious thought was with the future. 
For a number of years Mr. Aldrich had been in delicate health, 
and he was never physically robust. He had activity of mind, 
perseverance, sincerity of purpose, great pride in his State 
and in its history and in the men who had won distinction 
in its service, and his zeal was unflagging. Men of less deter- 
mination would have yielded to bodily infirmity and made 
complaint of deficient appreciation; but none of this moved 
him. He was faithful to the very end. 


Saturday Evening Post (Burlington), March 14, 1908: 

He is mourned sincerely by all who are cognizant of the 
characteristics of his lofty mind and his pleasant and kind 
personal bearing. Mr. Aldrich during his long life did many 
things, and did all of them notably well, but his promotion 
during a quarter century of the Iowa Historical Collection 
betokens him to have been easily a genius of the first rank as 
a collector. It is as a collector that he will go into history, 
and as time passes, and the nature and extent of his work 
comes to be better understood and its true value estimated, 
his fame will be assured and permanent. * * * Certainly it 
was a great privilege to have known Charles Aldrich, and 
we do not value it lightly, but on the contrary, reckon it as 
one of the most precious possessions of memory. That such 
a gentle and exalted mind should now have gone into oblivion 
we cannot believe and we shall with confidence anticipate 
another acquaintanceship with so choice and amiable a spirit 
in some other world. 

Tipton Advertiser, March 12, 1908: 

Charles Aldrich, who passed away at Boone last Sunday, 
was founder of the Historical Department of lowa, and as 
such did a work for the State of immeasurable value. The 
rewards he received were entirely out of proportion to what 
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he accomplished in the way of securing and preserving his- 
torical documents which will tell their story to future genera- 
tions. But the task was always a labor of love with him and 
much of his work was without thought of reward. * * * 


Vinton Eagle, March 13, 1908: 

The man himself was the greatest attraction. You were 
naturally drawn to him. It was interesting to sit by him and 
absorb the great fund of knowledge that dropped from his 
lips. He had a most wonderful memory and it readily 
retained almost everything he read or came in contact with 
personally. It was always a pride to him that he had achieved 
something in life and he was only sorry that it was not a 
great deal more. His was a restless ambition and the good 
of it all was that his mind was always on what he might be 
able to do for his fellowmen. His life was upright and clean 
and if he ever gave way to selfish ambition it must have been 
years ago and long outlived. All Iowa will mourn his death. 
Sioux City Daily Tribune, March 9, 1908: 

The largest and most enduring service rendered the State 
by Mr. Aldrich was the founding of the State’s Historical - 
Department, first in the acceptance by the State of his own 
modest accumulations and later to the appropriations grow- 
ing, as the value of the project grew in appreciation, into 
the fine building at the State’s capital, in which is housed 
the historical data of the State and whence come the grow- 
ing volume of historical publications. It was the good for- 
tune of Mr. Aldrich, denied to many who work for the good 
of their fellowmen, to live to see fully accomplished this 
work to which he gave his years of loving toil. 

Council Bluffs Nonpareil, March 9, 1908: 

* * * “He was truly one of nature’s noblemen,’ said Mr. 
|W. W.] Wallace. He has done more to perpetuate the history 
of Iowa than any one man in the State’s long list of patriots. 
I wish you could find some one who could adequately tell of 
the charm of Mr. Aldrich’s character, who could speak of him 
as he deserves. In his personal life he was superior to most 
of the men one meets. Contact with Charles Aldrich made 
one palpably better. He was a lovely man. Of what religious 
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_ leanings he may have had I know nothing; that he was as a. 


friend faithful and as a lover of Iowa cnthusiastie and tire- 


less make up the image my recollection frames of him.’? * * * 


Spirit Lake Beacon, March 13, 1908: 

At the ripe age of 80 years, Charles Aldrich, founder of 
the Historical Department of Iowa, passed to his reward 
Sunday at his home in Boone. For more than a quarter of 
a century as Curator of the State Historical Department his 
efforts were tireless in the accumulation and preservation of 
valuable historical relies and matter. His good works will 
stand for the enlightenment and pleasure of generations to 
come and will be more appreciated as the years pass. 

Boone News-Republican, March 12, 1908: 

The earthly remains of Curator Charles Aldrich will be 

laid away in the cemetery at Webster City, and a modest shaft 
will mark the spot of this gentle and retiring man’s last 
resting place. But off to the south, under the gilded dome 
which surmounts lowa’s proud Capitol, his real monument will 
stand. 
In the early days of the struggle to found the Iowa His- 
torical Department, opinion was divided as to the usefulness 
and need of such an institution. lowa is a comparatively 
young commonwealth, as the history of the world goes, and 
the business of making money and building homes engrosses 
the attention of most of her male population, while the duties 
of the household leave scant time to the matrons and misses 
to pore over the historical relics of the State, interesting as 
they might be. It required a missionary with zealous faith 
and self-sacrificing persistence to prove to Iowa the value of 
preserving her recorés for future generations. Now we have 
a collection which is priccless, and the wisdom of the founder 
is everywhere iecognized and applauded. 

Curator Charles Aldrich was inspired to do this work by 
the knowledge that posterity would be greatly hampered and 
disappointed unless it were done. While the great mass of 
Iowans were content to deal with the present, taking no 
thought of the past or future, one man had the insight and 
the unselfish devotion to his race to inaugurate for them a 
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place for a permanent ‘senrd of their growth. Slowly and 
by unstinted energy Mr. Aldrich brought the State into a 
realizing sense of the need of. the Historical Department, 
which now is rich in its fund of information and its precious 
relics of the past. * * * 

None question now the need and value of Curator Ald- 
rich’s work. He has founded an institution which will live 
as long as literature and art, and for which generations yet 
unborn will rise and call him blessed. 


Marshalltown. Times-Republican, March 9, 1908: 

If any man was a part of Iowa, its history and its develop- 
ment, Charles Aldrich was that man. His death removes 
another of the notable figures from among the lessening num- 
ber of the men who have done their part in the making of 
Iowa from a prairie territory into a magnificent agricultural 
commonwealth and a leader among the states in all that goes 
to create the true greatness of a people and a nation. 

He was a typical Iowa pioneer and of the high type that 
has left its lasting impress upon our institutions and our 
laws and the common thought and conviction of Iowa. Clean 
minded, high of aim, possessed of a large mentality, helpful, 
sincere, honest, and without the greed that diverts energy 
from its higher levels, Aldrich has served others more than 
himself. All his life he was a busy man. The record of 
his life is one of public service and without a stain. This 
is a great and splendid statement to be made with absolute 
truth above an open grave. 

What did he leave? Not much to be devised by will or 
expended upon granite shafts rich with an adulation too 
often undeserved; but in the capital city of Iowa a magnifi- 
cent building rears above its fellows monumental of the life 
and services of Charles Aldrich, father and curator of the 
Historical Department and prime mover and promoter of 
the splendid building that houses it. While Iowa’s Histori- 
eal Building stands, Aldrich will have an enduring monu- 
ment. And the best of all is that he was the type of man who 
needs nor craves a monument. 


Men wither and decay. A lifetime is too short for the 
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4 = great work of a great and sincere man. Old age comes and 
¢ the weakness of the shadow wherein no man may labor. Then 


night and the rest of the night. To have worked while the 
light endured, to have kept faith with mankind and one’s 


_own soul, to leave behind that justification for having lived 


that is voiced in the regret and sorrow of the living, is to 
have lived and died well. So lived Charles Aldrich. 


Grinnell Herald, March 10, 1908: 

The passing of Curator Charles Aldrich this week removes 
one of the few remaining figures in Iowa’s public life that 
were a connecting link between the past and the present of 
our State history. Charles Aldrich was in a very real sense 
‘““one of the founders;’’ he was also in an equally true sense 
one of the strong, wholesome influences in the State during 
the present generation. 

Mr. Aldrich was the father of the State Historical Depart- 
ment at Des Moines. To his enthusiasm and persistency 
more than to anything else is due the construction of Iowa’s 
magnificent Hall of Archives and Historical Building. The 
people of Iowa do not yet fully appreciate what this work, the 
hard work of a historical pioneer, will mean to the State 
some day. Where present generations have smiled indulgently 
future generations will bless. Charles Aldrich will grow 
with passing years and in the future he will be looked back 
to as a man who had the scholarly foresight and practical 
wisdom to see the value of preserving material relating to 
Iowa history before it was too late. 

He was a man of the most natural charm and grace. He 
fairly breathed refinement. He was a type of the best that 
New England sent to Iowa, and he was a power in shaping 
many Iowa institutions. 

Lest it be forgotten, let it here be recorded that among 
other important institutions which he did much to shape was 
the important one of our local form of government. Coming 
to Hamilton County as editor of the Webster City H amalton 
Freeman, in the days when Judge Mason ’s code was inflict- 
ing the autocratic rule of the county judge upon the people 
of Iowa, Charles Aldrich’s independent spirit rebelled against 
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such tyranny as he was subject to. He had been living too 
long under the democratic New York system of twenty-one 
commissioners to submit tamely. to ‘‘one man rule.”’ 

‘“‘The ezar of Russia,’’? once remarked the deceased to the 
writer, ‘‘was impotent compared with an Iowa county judge.”’ 
And like the good fighter he was Mr. Aldrich went down to 
Des Moines to attend the legislature with the chief idea of 
knocking out this odious southern system and replacing it 
with some more democratic form of local government, more 
congenial to New England minds. He succeeded admirably 
in this and the story of how by compromise and experiment 
we arrived at our present system * * * is too long a one to 
be repeated here. 

Suffice it to say that Charles Aldrich has left the imprint 
of his strong character on the State of Iowa in many ways. 
And when Iowa’s story is written * * * the name of Charles 
Aldrich must not be missing among its best formative 
influences, for his works do follow him. 


Daily Times (Davenport) March 10, 1908: 

But while his other activities were sufficient to make him 
one of the State’s prominent men for all time, it was because 
he founded and developed the Historical Department of 
Iowa and because of the work that he did in connection with 
it to preserve the original sources of the State’s history that 
he held a unique place. From small beginnings the depart- 
ment was developed until after a quarter of a century the 
Curator had the pleasure of seeing the, collection of priceless 
documents and relics housed in a special building erected by 
the State. 

One of his most valuable contributions to the permanent 
record of Iowa’s early day events was the publication under 
his direction of a quarterly journal known as the Annals of 
Iowa. Much important biographical and political matter of 
historical value has been preserved in special articles pub- 
lished in this quarterly. 

Unlike many who specialize in a field dealing largely with 
the dead past, Mr. Aldrich has been broad-minded, keen and 
alert, taking deepest interest in passing events in which, 
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: 2 teh because of his knowledge of the beginnings in the 


State, he could see more than a passing show. It was, too, 
largely through his personal relations with the big men of 


_ the early days of the State that he secured from them much 


valuable historical material. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, John 
A. Kasson and Gen. W. T. Sherman were among those who 
assisted Mr. Aldrich in some of his most important work. 
Mr. Aldrich has been very methodical in his work, so that 
those who come after him in the continuation of it will have 
little difficulty in picking up the story of Iowa’s development 
where he has let fall the pen. 


Cedar Rapids Daily Republican, March 12, 1908: 

The tributes which have been paid to the life and services 
of the late Charles Aldrich, the Curator of the Iowa Historical 
Department, have all fallen short of the measure of his 
deserts. Mr. Aldrich was a country newspaper man when 
he began to interest himself in the collection of autographs 
and historical documents. He began at a time when such 
work was wholly neglected in Iowa. In the course of a few 
years he had gathered enough materials at his own expense 
to fill a few eases. After overcoming some objections he 
received permission to put these cases in the State Library. 
They began to attract attention, being one of the main feat- 
ures of that Library. In due time Mr. Aldrich dared to ask 
for small appropriations to aid in his work. They were at 
first either not granted or granted grudgingly and meagerly. 
He had to fight his way at every step against the ‘‘conserv- 
atism’’ of the lawmaker, many of whom sneered at the 
‘trash’? that Mr. Aldrich was gathering. But he persisted, 
often heartsore and weary. 

But he succeeded more and more and finally the legislature 
was induced to rear a building to house his ‘‘trash,’’ a build- 
ing second only to the State Capitol building in magnificence. 
Large as it is, it will hardly house all the things that he has 
brought together and started for the people of Iowa. Histori- 
cal material of every description is now collected and pre- 
served and in the future years that building will be the great 


Historical State-House. 
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Mr. Aldrich lived lone enough to see his great dreams accom- 
plished realities. The last years of his long, useful and 
gentle life were blessed with the consciousness of things 
accomplished and the gratitude of the State was poured out — 
upon him. Mr. Aldrich was also one of the grand old men 
of the State, a man whose name will live in the archives of 
Iowa. He has laid an historical foundation for the future 
which is priceless in value. The gentleness and the persistency 
of Mr. Aldrich will be missed in the Historical Department, 
but he has left his work where others can carry it forward. 


Des Moines Capital, March 9, 1908: 

Said the prophet of old, ‘‘Thou shalt come to thy grave 
in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in its season.’’ 
And the imagery seems to typify the long, useful and fully 
matured life which terminated at Boone yesterday morning. 

It is no mere rhetorical exaggeration or a strained attempt 
at eulogy to say that the years will eventually demonstrate 
that the usefulness of Charles Aldrich was unsurpassed by 
any citizen Iowa ever produced. He was intense in his loyalty 
to his State. The suecess of Iowa people and the growth of 
Iowa institutions was to him ever a matter of deep personal 
eratification. It was that he might render some service of 
permanent value to the people and the State which he loved 
that inspired the thought of building a State Historical 
Building within which the records of the commonwealth might 
be preserved and which should be a sort of Mecca to all who 
desired to obtain historical information not only of Iowa and 
western people but of the important phases of our national 
history as well. 

In earrying forward his great work the path of Mr. Aldrich 
was not always strewn with roses. Frequently discouraging 
obstacles appeared. Legislators were indifferent. Statesmen 
dodged. Politicians hesitated for fear that votes might be 
jeopardized. 

But the faithful old man kept toiling on. His prophetic 
eye could see a time coming when the State would be ready to 
praise an achievement for which now there was so small 
encouragement. 
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It will always be a source of gratification to Mr. Aldrich’s 


- friends to remember that his life was spared long after the 


State had reached the point where it was ready to acknowledge 
its lasting obligations. 

The modest collection of historical records and relics from 
which the present magnificent collection developed was the 
gift of Mr. Aldrich. For many years he labored for the 
upbuilding of the enterprise without pay. By and by he saw 
the ambition of his life realized. The State Historical Build- 
ing is to-day admittedly the finest structure owned by the 
State, and no Iowan will ever enter its doors without thinking 
gratefully of Charles Aldrich. 

Our news columns give in more elaborate detail the story 
of Charles Aldrich’s life. It was many-sided but always use- 
ful. He was a soldier, a legislator, a journalist, a naturalist, 
and a historian. We shall! not soon look upon his like again. 


Register and Leader (Des Moines), March 10, 1908: 

A Monument to Aldrich.—In a sense the State Historical 
Building stands as a monument to the life work of Mr. Ald- 
rich. But the State should do something in a more intimate 
way to honor his labors. He planned the Historical Depart- 


ment and in the main he created it. 


But few have appreciated the tireless industry with which 
he has worked to form the nucleus of a great historical collec- 
tion. The portrait gallery alone is invaluable. Likewise the 
rare manuscripts he has accumulated, the newspaper files, and 
the no less rare volumes of the pioneer period of the west. 

Mr. Aldrich received but little compensation during his life. 
His salary was small and many of his rarest treasures he col- 
lected at his own expense and gave to the State. Iowa should 
not allow this great work to go unrecognized. A bronze or 
granite statue should greet the visitor at the entrance of the 
Historical Building. 

Daily Gate City (Keokuk), March 11, 1908: 

Iowa newspapers, as is proper, abound in appreciations of 
the late Hon. Charles Aldrich. Some of the tributes are 
very fine, but it is a question if any of them exceed in express- 
iveness what the late Sam Clark once said when referring to 
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the fact that Mr. Aldrich had given to the State of Iowa 
the collection of historical records and relics which formed 
the basis of the present magnificent collection. Mr. Clark 
said that Aldrich had not only given his valuable possessions 
to the State, but, what was infinitely more valuable, he had 


given himself. Therein was Mr. Aldrich’s greatest gift, and — : 


for it he deserves praise above all things else. 


Nevada Representative, March 18, 1908: 

The late Charles Aldrich of Iowa was a man who was an 
honor to the citizenship of Iowa. He was a different sort of 
a man from any other man that we ever knew. We had 
heard of him for years but we first came to know him about 
the time that the act of the General Assembly was passed 
ereating the Historical Department of the State.. We remem- 
ber that it was in the room of the Hon. T. C. McCall, then 
senator from Story, that we first met him, and the subject 
then under discussion was the bill which was then pending 
and the passage of which opened up for him what was really 
his life work. This was in the mid-winter of 1892, when Mr. 
Aldrich was already a few years past 60 years of age and 
when many a man would assume that he was ready to quit. 
But a very casual review of his work since that time is suffi- 
cient to show that the previous forty years or more of his 
active life had in fact been merely preparatory to the work 
upon which he was about to enter. We are sure, therefore, 
that the years during which we knew Mr. Aldrich and learned 
to love him with inereasing respect and affection were his 
best years and the ones by which he would wish to be and will 
be remembered. * * * 

It was some time before we knew Mr. Aldrich that there 
came to our attention his proposal to give to the State certain 
correspondence of historical value if the State would furnish 
filmg cases in which to take care of it. The proposal com- 
mended itself to the approval of men who were in position 
to act, and the necessary appropriation of a few hundred dol- 
lars was made. We thought at the moment that it was quite 
an appropriation for filing cases, but when some months later 
we first looked through the eases and the correspondence in 
the State Library we began to understand. This was some- 
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thing like twenty years ago; but nevertheless when the pro- 


' posal was made to enlarge this collection into an ‘* Historical 
_ Department,’’ of course with Mr. Aldrich in charge—for 


there was absolutely no one else in the State who could have 
been thought of for the place—we wondered what an Histori- 


~ eal Department could be like. 


But he got his department, and years following we would 
go down once in a while into the southeast basement rooms 
of the State Capitol, and occasionally take friends down 
there, and Mr. Aldrich would always show us around and 
tell us a lot we ought to know; and we would delight in the 
collection and in his stories and would wish that he might 
live forever; for we did not know what would become of 
the Historical Department without him—and we do not know 
yet. But gradually we came to understand that Mr. Aldrich 
was doing the work for which he had been preparing through 
all the years of his earlier and middle life, and that the work 
was worth the preparation and the toil. And the little appre- 
ciation we could give was only illustrative of what all others 
who came near him and his department were compelled to 
give; and so gradually the public men of the State came to 
feel that whatever else the State might or might not have 
money for, that Historical Department must have better and 
more suitable accommodations. So the appropriation was 
made for the first wing of a new Library and Historical 
Building. The State only secured lot enough for the one 
wing; but the owners of adjacent property understood that 
condemnation proceedings might be looked for sometime, and 
they did not put up any fine buildings. But the wing went 
up; and we remember being there when the corner stone 
was laid. It was, we think, in the summer of 1899, and 
John A. Kasson we think made the address, while Harlan 
and Allison and many other men then living who had been 
prominent in making Iowa history were on the platform; 
but Mr. Aldrich, who simply did things without making 
speeches about them, was the happiest man there and was the 


real hero of the occasion. 
And the years that followed for him were happy years. ~ 
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His heart was in his work, and few were the men in or out 
of public life in Iowa who were not glad to respond to his 
requests; and he gathered a splendid historical library, and 
historical records, and portraits of men distinguished in lowa 
history; and all his work was done without thought of any 
selfish ambition, but that the history of Iowa might be writ- 
ten and gathered and preserved, while yet the men and 
women should be living who could tell the story. And so 
he published the Annals of Iowa, in which are preserved 
so much that might otherwise be lost sight of; and the valu- 
able fact is that the material is accessible to the antiquarian 
and the investigator not merely now, but will be later when 
the difficulty of getting historical information is vastly in- 
ereased; and all this has come about because Charles Ald- 
rich knew about Iowa and appreciated what should be done 
and had the unselfish spirit that made him do the work and 
enabled him to command the necessary support. Toward the 
very end of his time the State bought the adjacent ground 
and put up the rest of the Historical and Library Building 
and Hall of Archives; but this achievement Mr. Aldrich lived 
only to see barely completed and not to be enjoyed; but its 
erection by the State was the final seal of approval by the 
State upon his splendid work, and it was a seal that was given 
in his lifetime. 

Iowa has had many great and useful and worthy public 
men; and many there have been who have had their little day 
of glory such as Mr. Aldrich never had; but few there are 
that have done so much for the State as he has done, and none 
there are who have been more sincerely loved and honored nor 
whose works will better and longer endure. 

Daily Freeman-Tribune (Webster City), March 9, 1908: 

When Mr. Aldrich set up his modest little printing office 
in this city and began to proclaim republican principles with 
that courage and tenacity which have marked his whole life, 
the village had only about 200 inhabitants, and the county 
was democratic. The new editor was not only a vigorous 
writer, but an organizer as well and with the fire of enthusi- 
asm burning in him, and the energy and tact to meet pioneer 
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conditions, he soon had a strong following and his office 
; became the political headquarters of this part of the State. 


* * * * * 


In the death of Mr. Aldrich the birds and dumb at 


__ lose one of the best and strongest friends they ever had. 


His versatile pen was ever ready to take up their battles 
and he did as much as any man in Jowa to create proper 
sentiments for the care and treatment of all animals and 
birds. 

But Mr. Aldrich’s crowning monument is the founding of 
the Historical Department of Iowa. The great building 
recently completed in Des Moines for this department will 
stand as a tribute to his unselfish devotion and energetic 
persistence, for without him the Historical Department 
would not exist. He began the collection of autographs when 
a mere boy, and as he grew in the knowledge of the world 
and into wider opportunities for obtaining interesting and 
instructive specimens, he acquired a reputation as a collector, 
and by the time he and his wife suggested its presentation 
to the State, it had become very interesting and quite valu- 
epee 

Mr. Aldrich took a deep interest in the monument to the 
victims of the Spirit Lake Indian massacre of 1857, which 
was built in 1894, by a legislative appropriation. He caused 
to be placed a tablet in the Hamilton County court house 
to the memory of the rescue company that went to the relief 
of the settlement, and he gathered the data and prepared the 
inscriptions that are on the monument, including the names 
of all the members of that historic band of pioneers. 


" 


ANNALS OF IOWA. 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


“x # * When he [Mr. Aldrich] closed his desk, for the last 
time, there were within it manuscripts * * * some editorials 
and much material undeveloped or in outline. * * * It will be 
the purpose of the writer, who has been appointed Acting Curator 
* * * to continue the form of the journal identical with that pre- 
ceding the death of Mr. Aldrich, and make use of such material 
* * * Jf any deviation shall be made it will be in the number 
closing the volume [which may] include all * * * communica- 
tions * * * incident to Mr. Aldrich’s death. 

Epear R. HARLAN.” 

(Annals of Iowa, Third Series, Vol. 8, P. 385.) 


Honored with the implicit confidence of Charles Aldrich, 
one loved him as a man and acquired an inspiration from his 
work. Official associates could not so judiciously compose a 
valedictory upon his labors as may those who bore with him 
no other burdens. Of the hosts of volunteers remaining by his 
side the last few years, none stood more closely than Doctor 
Frank I. Herriott, to whose appreciation yields the Notable 
Deaths feature and other customary editorial matter in this 
number. Nothing could more fitly close the volume.—E. R. H. 


CHARLES ALDRICH. 


Much has been. said—and fittingly said—of what Charles 
Aldrich accomplished. His services to his fellows as an edi- 
tor, soldier, statesman, and especially as the Conservator of 
lowa’s history elicited, during his life and on his death, the 
plaudits of men of light and leading in our Commonwealth. As 
the years increase the worth of his work will be appreciated 
more and more, and the greater will be his meed. To those, 
however, who enjoyed more than a passing acquaintance with 
Mr. Aldrich what he achieved, the records or results of his 
work remaining, while noteworthy as the world measures suc- 
cess, are minor or secondary in their memory. His deeds and 


successes were merely indices to the character of the man that 
most attracted them. 


——— er 


jch in State Historical Building. 
Pugi, Florence, Italy 
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So many men of vasty reputations shrink and shrivel on 
close acquaintanee. In the rounds and stress of the matter-of- 
fact they are discovered to be inadequate, contracted, mean, 
petty ; fuss and fustian, hypocrisy and pretense constitutes so 
much of the groundwork of their lives and reputations; and 
familiarity breeds contempt. Such was not the case with 
Charles Aldrich. He had, like all the descendants of the rec- 
reant Adam, his eccentricities and shortcomings, his faults and 
his foibles, but these in the main were defects of his virtues, 
phases of his strength. Those who knew him best, especially 
those who saw him in the harness, particularly those who 
worked with him—not on dress parade when the applause of 
the forum and the market place makes men gracious and con- 
siderate but in the dull grey days when the prosaic tasks of 
life’s routine with the pull and tug of petty trials and the grit 
of aggravations try patience and test metal—such familiars 
held him in esteem. More, respect and affection compassed 
their admiration of the man. 

The public realized in some measure the results of his acti- 
vities; but outside the circle of his close friends and ac- 
quaintanees few appreciated the charm and force of his 
personality. The nature of his influence was now and then 
partially apprehended when a stroke from his pen would stir 
the public mind and anon men in high places would move in 
harmony with his wishes and later the agencies and machin- 
ery of the government would operate in the accomplishment 
of his day dreams and sanguine hopes. But the public saw 
comparatively little of the man. He was not much in evi- 
dence. He was seldom or never found at the crossroads dis- 
puting with men and none heard him shrieking his sentiments 
from the housetops. He hardly ever was seen among the 
‘‘front benchers.’’ He could not or would not attempt to 
make ‘‘speeches.’? And in the last ten years of his life—the 
period of the fruition of his hopes—he seemed to shrink from 
public demonstration—a practice not uncommon with the se- 
lect souls who conceive large projects and secure their realiza- 
tion. 

Of the great Corsican a saying goes: “‘Napoleon was not 
a man—he was a system.’’ Persons not intimately acquainted 
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with Charles Aldrich, ‘contemplating the tangible results of 
his work and the honors that came to him e’er his frail body 
was taken on its last journey will naturally conclude that he, 
too, was some sort of a ‘‘system’’ rather than a man, which, 
glacier-like, moved forward in the accomplishment of his de- 
signs with inscrutable, relentless, all-compelling force. 
On our capitol hill stands a beautiful and stately structure. 
Within its spacious halls and vaults the people’s archives and 
the large and increasing treasures of our State’s history are 
now safe-guarded against moth and rust and reckless loss. 
Such ample, not to say, splendid provision for the preserva- 
tion of the historic lore and public records of the Common- 
wealth are not forthcoming simply on the suggestion and the 
mere asking. Legislators, when first appealed to for funds, 
are wont to be indifferent or reluctant. It requires earnest, 
systematic effort and concentration of decided public interest 
1pctn the guardians of the people’s purse in order to secui'e 
their favor and support. Usually there is considerable evi- 
dence of a “‘literary bureau’’ and not infrequently signs of 
the existence of what both profane and pious persons eall a 
‘‘machine’’ or ‘‘organization’’ whereby popular interest is 
generated and aggressive public opinion is manufactured, as- 
sembled and co-ordinated so as to be efficient, that is coercive. 
The creator of the great Historical Collections of Wiscon- 
sin, Lyman C. Draper, labored and garnered at Madison from 
1852 to 1887 with irrepressible ardor. When he began he had 
an interstate reputation as a collector of precious manuscripts; 
he had back of him constantly a large and influential Histori- 
cal Society of scholars and citizens ‘‘all gentlemen of promi- 
nence throughout the State’’; he had also the hearty collateral 
support of the administrative and instructional staff and 
Alumni of a great University; from the beginning the legis- 
lature of Wisconsin ‘‘looked kindly on the undertaking’’ and 
with a ‘‘few notable exceptions’? harmony prevailed; with 
cellars, stack rooms, cubby holes, and garrets bursting with his 
precious accumulations he began in 1881 a systematic cam- 
paign for a suitable separate building; he had the ‘‘ unanimous 
support of the newspaper editors’’—yet his bill wrecked 
amidst ‘‘complications’’; he resigned in 1887 and on August 
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26, 1891, he died, ‘‘his great ambition unattained, his Car- 


casonne unreached’’; and in 1894 his distinguished successor 
declared that “‘the most immediate need of the Society is a 
new, commodious, fire-proof building—‘‘and that plans were 


_then maturing for securing legislative appropriation for its 


construction. It was not until 1900 that the Historical So- 
ciety of Wisconsin found itself in its present magnificent 
quarters. 

Strange indeed the contrast in the career of Charles Ald- 
rich. It was not until 1884 that he offered his Collections of 
Autographs, mementos and valuable papers to the trustees 
of the State Library of Iowa, on condition that they should 
be adequately cared for. Although accepted the care given: 
was insufficient and in order to prevent the failure of his de- 
sign and the loss of his precious collections he was obliged in 
1888 to come to Des Moines to look after them personally ‘‘for 
no one else would do the work,’’ which meanwhile he had ear- 
ried on at considerable personal expense. When Mr. Aldrich 
undertook the practical work he had no eelebrity among 
scholars; his reputation was confined by the borders of the 
State. He had no learned society or university at his back 
and enthusiastically supporting and furthering his plans. His 
old friends and fellow workers of the press gave him kindly 
support but the people at large, while perhaps friendly after 
a vague fashion, were not energetic promoters of his project. 
In truth, indifference was the most conspicuous fact he en- 
countered. Nevertheless, after he took actual hold, develop- 
ments were steady and rapid. In 1888 Gov. William Larra- 
bee demonstrated his personal interest and official favor and 
the legislature made an appropriation of $500 per annum for 
the upkeep of the collection. In 1890 Gov. Horace Boies gave 
it another lift and $1,500 per annum for two years was 
granted for its exhibition and enlargement. Finally in 1892 
his plans were substantially recognized ; special quarters in the 
basement of the Capitol and an annual appropriation of 
$6,000 were given, and provision made for the first time for 
his salary and for clerical help. In 1896, the legislature admit- 
ted that a separate building was needed for his collections and 
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$25,000 was appropriated for the purchase of a site and archi- 
tectural plans. Increased provision was made in 1898 and on 
May 17, 1899, surrounded by the notables of the State, many 
of them statesmen of fame in the nation, the recipient of the 
congratulations of friends and universal good-will, Charles 
Aldrich witnessed the laying of the corner-stone of the pres- 
ent Historical Building, and from March, 1900, to the day of 
his death he had the supreme satisfaction of doing his work 
within its walls, wherein the public appropriately did their 
last honors to his mortal remains on March 11, 1908. The con- 
clusion that the late Curator was of the Napoleonic type would 
seem to follow. 

_ Charles Aldrich, however, was not a Napoleon. He was 
neither a ‘‘system’’ nor a domineering person; nor did he pos- 
sess, nor did he strive to exercise, any fell influence over men’s 
minds. He was a man, fashioned in the common mould; but 
a man sureharged: with an intense vitality, whence his light 
and energy. He was a veritable dynamo that generated cur- 
rents of high potential which fiashed forth ideas that secured 
attention and energized his fellows into action. Senator Har- 
lan, as early as 1858, discovered that Charles Aldrich was a 
‘potent citizen.’? Although small of stature and slender in 
structure he was in the prime of his powers, a tireless worker. 
Mentally he was more than ordinarily alert and acute. He 
had a ready and tenacious memory and an incisive, pictures- 
que, racy style of expression that caused his utterances to be 
widely quoted. 

In the heyday of his journalistic career, from 1857 to 1880, 
he was a vigorous fighter for any measure he espoused and 
especially for any friend or champion he supported. His op- 
position to the county judge system from 1858 to 1860, his ad- 
vocacy of anti-pass legislation in 1882 and his promotion of 
the political careers of Governors James W. Grimes and Cyrus 
C. Carpenter was downright and outright and efficacious. He 
took his coat off and did the field work that determines the 
fate of men and measures in politics. He fought hard and in 
the clash of conflict his pen would often cut to the quick, 
sometimes with a slashing stroke. Friends and opponents 
knew exactly what to expect. But while he was ardent and 
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generous on behalf of his friends and gave his opponents no 


peace until victory was assured or the fates decreed other- 
wise, he was not malevolent. He had a long memory for per- 
sonal injuries; but he never let malice prompt him to do in- 


- Jury even to those who had done him a wrong. In those years 


of journalistic life he made the hosts of friends and gained 
the respect and good-will of editors and political leaders who 
inform the public and more or less create public opinion which 
controls legislative action. Herein was the main secret of 
his later success. He had the working confidence of the public 
who controlled the State’s affairs. 

In carrying on his campaign for popular and legislative 
support for the Historical collections he developed no ‘‘sys- 
tem.’’ Friends and enemies were not listed on a card index 
nor was a credit and debit account carefully kept. There was 
no ‘‘literary bureau’’ that regularly sent out ‘‘literature’’ and 
‘personal letters’? in mimeograph and stereotype, designed 
to arouse friends and enlist new supporters. They were not 
systematically coddled or placated by the various modes of 
showing distinguished consideration. He delighted to give 
visitors and friends souvenirs of the work he or the Historical 
Department was doing; but it was a spontaneous expression 
of a generous nature, often indicated in a naive, childlike 
fashion. He wrote here and there as circumstances suggested. 
He was always on the alert to enlist friends for his work. He 
never went any place, nor met any one, but the alpha and 
omega of his conversation was the welfare of the Historical 
Department and its collections. It was his happiness and his 
method to urge the public, rich and poor, all and sundry, to 
visit the Library and Portrait Gallery and Museum and per- 
sonally to act the part of guide and demonstrator, for he knew 
that once the nature of the work he had so much at heart 
was realized, public interest would soon provide adequate 
support. But it was Charles Aldrich himself who spoke to 
them—not a bureau or system or machine. 

When the legislature was in session he hardly ever concen- 
trated any forces upon the members of that body. His old 
friends and co-workers in the Pioneer Lawmakers’ Associa- 
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tion, constituted his only flying squadron, and indeed they 
were virtually his only organized troops—but their sessions 
once in two years seldom lasted more than two days. He spoke 
to as many members as he could, but he wasted little time 
seeking after all of them. He dealt chiefly with the leaders 
who could influence the result decisively. And in this partic- 
ular Charles Aldrich was a master craftsman in the lobby. 
He had a keen eye for strategic points. He knew whom to see 
and especially whom to avoid. He knew what to say and what 
not to say. He was earnest, adroit, direct and courteous. The 
vigor and vivacity of his speech gained easily the right of 
way for his plea and won recruits. No sharp practice, no dub- 
ious diplomacy into which men in the eager pursuit of legis- 
lative support are so much tempted to engage that entail 
ghosts and ugly complications that rise later to plague, char- 
acterized his course of procedure. He gained his points usu- 
ally by direct frontal attacks; and it is little short of aston- 
ishing that he secured his results with no resort to the minor 
maneuvers of the lobby on which most men so commonly 
depend. But those who recall his resistance to political as- 
sessments and his discharge of assistants or employes despite 
the adverse influence of high potentialities of party polities 
and his employment of one who became his most trusted assist- 
ant in the face of a possible collision with the chief executive 
himself know that his courage and nerve were staunch. 

It will be difficult for those who saw and knew casually the 
frail figure of Mr. Aldrich during the last ten years of his 
life, his deheate frame racked by frequent paroxysms of bron- 
chial affliction, to realize that he was a master of tacties and 
strategy long before he achieved his last great triumph. His 
career had been one long training in diplomacy and procedure 
in dealing with publie bodies. He had four times been Clerk 
of the House of Representatives of the State from 1860 to 
1870. When the land titles of the pioneers in the upper 
reaches of the Des Moines valley were controverted and ouster 
was the fate of the settlers, Mr. Aldrich was one of those sent 
to Washington to examine into and secure their equities ; and 
he was probably the chief factor in securing the passage of 


\* 
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the remedial act of Congress, approved March 3, 1873. Presi- 
dent Grant signified appreciation of his services by appointing 


him upon the National Commission of three, created to make 


a further investigation of the perplexing issues. In 1877 he 
was employed by the Illinois Central railroad in a task that 
indicated the high estimate placed upon his ability and ad- 
dress by great Captains of Industry. The iron clad provisions 
of the Iowa law governing railroad traffic rates known as 
“the Granger Law’’ had become a grievous obstacle to rail- 
roads. Retrogression had set in and ruin was imminent, if it 
_and like laws in other States were not liberalized. Mr. Aldrich 
was asked to go east and arouse a sentiment for such modifi- 
eation. His visits to New York, Boston and other eastern 
centers were so successful that he exceeded all expectations of 
those employing him and soon had even the ‘‘ prairies on fire’’ 
in the west. He had hardly returned to Iowa when he was 
called east again at the request of friends of Dr. Wm. A. 
Hammond, Surgeon General of the army during the civil 
war, whose eareer, on a collision with the irascible, autocratic 
Stanton, had been summarily closed by court-martial and dis- 
missal from the service. Mr. Aldrich was asked to take sole 
charge of a bill restoring him to his rank and honors. Again 
he scored in 1878 a distinguished success. His last great suc- 
cess in creating the Historical Department and securing a 
library building for it, was not, therefore, an accident, nor a 
stroke of luck, nor a matter merely of plotting and persist- 
ence. It was the achievement of a man with a good cause 
who rapidly won men over to his support by the vigor of his 
appeal and the avoidance of faulty procedure. 

Mr. Aldrich was both a strategist and tactician of high 
order. He knew that he could do but little in legislative halls 
unless public opinion was back of him; and much of his 
effort was expended in creating a state of mind favorable to 
his plans. Here again his method was direct personal work. 
He contributed largely to the pages of his old friends of the 
press in various parts of the State, especially in Burlington, 
and Sioux City, Des Moines and Webster City. For the most 
part his contributions were unsigned, going as the work of 
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the editors or of their staff. He dealt usually with some mat- 
ter of local historical or scientific interest. His editorial ex- 
perience trained his eye for what was timely and interesting 
and his articles were most acceptable and with few exceptions 
were widely quoted. He did not ‘‘harp’’ on the Historical 
Department. If he mentioned his work it was in such a 
way as to arouse interest in his collections and a desire to see 
their usefulness enlarged. Few men of note in the State were 
doing good work or passed from the stage of action but Mr. 
Aldrich would*commemorate their work with an interview 
full of interesting recollections. His practice of anonymous 
writing was due alike to design and modesty. He knew that 
editors liked to get his articles for they enhanced the attrac-- 


tiveness of their pages and he thereby increased their personal ~ 


interest in his own particular work and further he knew that 
too much publicity that smacks of self-exploitation is detri- 
mental. Moreover, he had pleasure in watching the effect of 
his stray darts shot thus silently into the air. In his immedi- 
ate dealings with men, Mr. Aldrich was an interesting complex 
of affability and force, reserve and timidity. He was gracious 
with strangers visiting the Department and genial and confid- 
ing with his friends. He was generous to a fault with his time 
with youth, curious about his treasures, pouring out interest- 
ing anecdotes and information that fascinated his young au- 
ditors. 

He never ecajoled people but he sometimes captured them 
by a vehement -onslaught that took them off their feet. 
One day a stranger came into his office and asked as to the 
value of an Indian ax he had in possession. It attracted Mr. 
Aldrich who at once turned his batteries on the owner. ‘‘Why 
don’t you donate that ax to the Historical Department? This 
is the proper place for such relics.’”? The man demurred. 
“But you ought to leave it here, Sir,’’ rejoined the Curator 
and thereupon the visitor received a lecture upon the duty of 
a citizen to promote the general welfare. The difficulty of 
safe-keeping in private houses, the indifference and negligence 
of heirs and assigns and the greater usefulness of valuable 
mementos in a museum were energetically demonstrated. 
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With his body tingling with nervous force and his blue oray 


eye ablaze he wound up with a downright ‘You must leave 


it here, Sir.’’ The visitor’s face was an interesting study. Sur- 
prise was in his countenance but no resentment and he serious- 


_ly responded, ‘‘ Well, perhaps it would be more sensible to do 
~ as you say.’’ There was no arrogance nor impertinent pre- 
sumption in Mr. Aldrich’s manner. He was dead in earnest 


and he made you feel that he was acting from a sense of duty 
in the capacity of a publie servant and not as a grasping sel- 
fish collector seeking personal aggrandizement. 

One of the most conspicuous traits of Mr. Aldrich’s many 
sided character was his intense love of old time friends, and 
those friends, who were legion, included birds and dumb creat- 
ures no less than men. His much quoted obituary notice of 
the death of his cat, his suecessful advocacy of a law for the 
protection of song birds, his delight in the songs and domestic 
debates and difficulties of the wrens that nested in the south 
front of his home at Boone bespoke a nature keenly sensitive 
to the beauties and finest melodies of nature. It was his great- 
est delight to commemorate his associates in editorial, legis- 
lative and political life. To give praise justly due, particu- 
larly to give a record to one whom oblivion seemed prone to 
obscure and especially to recover for a friend popular esteem 
of which calumny or misapprehension had deprived him was 
his supreme pleasure. As he would think of his articles or of 
those he had secured in which the good deeds and characters 
of Rev. John Johns and Thomas Drummond, of Governors 
Grimes and Carpenter were extolled, and the good names of 
Col. W. T. Shaw, General J. G. Lauman and General Geo. W. 
Jones were defended against unjust tricks of fate, his features 
would become luminous with pleasure. —F. I. H. 
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